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Figure 1. Left: phonon enhancement in strategic heterostructures devices; Right: key

1. OBJECTIVES

This MURI program began with the premise that extensive opportunities exist to transform the
problems generally associated with phonons presenting a lossy overhead into a distinct benefit
for substantial enhancement of a broad range of optoelectronic and electronic devices. Our
explicit goal and objective was to provide a significant improvement and major technological
impact to the performance of a wide spectrum of advanced and novel semiconductor
optoelectronic/electronic devices, by explicitly focusing on the role of phonon assisted and
phonon dominated processes that control the functionality and applications of such devices. The
devices ranged from quantum cascade and intersubband mid-IR lasers to new THz frequency
laser sources, from semiconductor lasers in the blue and near ultraviolet to high power
microwave FETs, to novel ultrahigh speed bipolar tunneling transistors. Additionally, new
physical phenomena was studied in which electron-electron interaction, crucial for ballistic and
coherent electronic devices, was spectroscopically characterized via the electron-phonon
interaction. The multiuniversity team was organized specifically to integrate a potent core of
scientific expertise in phonon science, both experiment and theory in terms of the interaction of
phonons with the electronic degrees of freedom in semiconductor nanostructures and high speed,
high power devices.

The scientific strategy for the program is schematically sketched in Figure 1. The left panel
shows the pivotal role of the phonon enhancement processes for the optoelectronic and electronic
devices which formed the technological backbone of the program. The right panel identifies the
core group of microscopic physical processes for the basic science component of the program.
The team pursued two different testbed outlays in applying sophisticated experimental and
theoretical tools to the problem areas identified in Figure 1. First, we pursued the growth,
synthesis, and nanofabrication of the types of specifically tailored lower dimensional
heterostructures where the phonon enhancement issues can be systematically studied. Secondly,
in close collaboration with industrial partners, we investigated the incorporation and
implementation of the phonon enhancement processes to real optoelectronic and electronic
device structures. Advanced experimental probes and device physics modeling was performed



for identifying the microscopics of the impact of the phonon enhancement to these high
performance devices.

2. FINAL STATUS OF EFFORT

This project started on July 1, 2000. During the first twelve months, the subcontracts were
established and graduate students as well as post-doctoral associates were sought and some hired
by the various investigators. The subsequent years were devoted to intense team-oriented
research. In addition to internal research exchanges and reviews, the team participated several
times in the joint review of the Brown University and U. of Michigan led MURI teams,
alternating between Ann Arbor, Michigan and Providence RI. Active and successful research
emerged from the MURI team effort, towards the stated objectives. The MURI team
accomplished a number of important scientific discoveries which have created considerable new
insight to ‘phonon engineering’ and new/improved optoelectronic and microelectronic devices.
These advances are summarized next.

3. ACCOMPLISHMENTS/NEW FINDINGS

In this section we describe the scientific progress and accomplishments achieved by the MURI
team by first describing the whole team synergy and then summarizing results from each of the
program technical thrust areas.

Team Highlights and Synergy:

The main objective of the MURI team was to provide significant improvements and impact to
the performance of several categories of semiconductor-based optoelectronic and
microelectronic, by controlling and focusing on the role of phonon assisted and phonon
dominated processes that either limited or dictated the functionality of such devices. The very
rationale of the team composition was iniatially selected to include expertise from basic
semiconductor physics to applied device sciences to phonon specialists. At the same time, we
focused selectively on a very diverse set of device candidates, in an attempt to reach meaningful
synergy and scientific cross-fertilization. In addition to concrete successes in the MURI research,
it is also important to undersore the longer terms value and impact which this program had on its
participants. Among the faculty involved, new collaborations and collegial contacts developed
which have led to subsequent project interaction, joint research grant proposals etc. For example,
Luryi and Zaslavsky have continued to advance the tunneling-based high speed novel transistor.
Likewise, several of our graduate students had the opportunity to visit each others’ laboratories
(e.g. between Brown and MIT groups), and this has led to valuable scientific contacts and
professional relationships after the students graduation.

In terms of the MURI program highlights and outcome, the following merit special mention:

(a) the project area involving Terahertz lasers (Task #1, led by Qiang Hu at MIT) led to world
leading and pioneering results with this new compact semiconductor optoelectronic device
technology. As an application example, these devices are being employed in prospective imaging
schemes for medical and security diagnostics. For this this project, main support for the group at
of MIT came though the MURI grant, including an important postdoctoral fellowship for



Benjamin Williams. As for synergy, the constant interactions, often on an informal basis (as
though within a single research group) between the experimental efforts by Prof. Hu, and Profs.
Luryi (Stony Brook) and Maris (Brown), offered valuable insight to the THz laser project in
terms of the complex superlattice design where electron-phonon interaction for resonant energy
transfer and relaxation were the two key physical parameter to optimize. Serge Luryi offered
much theory insight into the electron-phonon interaction in lower dimensional materials,
enabling realistic simulations to be applied to the THz emitter design, while Humphrey Maris’
Task area #6 provided valuable input to the considerable and challenging heat management
issues (including the complex problem of heat transport across interfaces - Kapitsa resiatnce etc).

(b) the discovery that high power gallium nitride FETs emit copious amounts of their operational
energy as coherent acoustic phonons was a discovery uniquely credited to the support by the
MURI grant (Task #5) . The group of A. Nurmikko (Brown) was able to design an all-optical
experiment on GHz range GaN/AlGaN FETs with considerable input from H. Maris (modulation
spectroscopy; coherent phonon generation expertise), as well as employ carrier injection levels to
study and formulate the observed effect by inout from S. Luryi (screening of the e-phonon
interaction by 2D electron gas). This research may lead to better management of the thermal
energy and device heating issues by utilizing the coherent phonon propogataion as a means to
“self-extract” dissipation from the active reagion of future high performance, high power GaN
microwave FETs.

(c) the innovation of three classes of ultra high speed tunneling based transport devices, all
operating at room temperature and hence involving phonon-assisted processes, were investigated
during the course of the MURI project (Task#4). The original idea for the project emerged from
theoretical concepts by S. Luryi (Stony Brook), and was implemented by A. Zaslavsky (Brown).
The two colleagues began by working on multiemitter interband tunneling heterojunction bipolar
transistors (HBTs), and subsequently fabricated by team in collaboration with Agere Systems.
As described in in detail for Task #5, these multiemitter Si/SiGe HBTs provided the high current
gain available in standard HBTs, but with simplified processing as well as additional logic
functionality. Encouraged by the success in the MURI program, coupled by the ascendancy of
silicon-on-insulator (SOI) technology, Zaslavsky and Luryi have investigated two classes of
SOI-based tunneling transistors: the lateral interband tunneling transistor (LITT) and the vertical
tunneling transistor (VTT).

(d) the modeling and experiments of thermal transport through multilayer nanostructures by H.
Maris (Brown, Task #6). All of the micro- and optoeletronic devices addressed in the MURI
research required understanding the thermal transport through multilayer semiconductor
heterostructures. The “phonon transport” research results which emerged from this MURI
research have shed entirely new light to the complexity of thermal conductivity in semiconductor
superlattices, which was experimentally measured to be substantially reduced relative to the
conductivity of the component materials. In short period GaAs/AlAs superlattices, for example,
the conductivity is as much as a factor of ten smaller than in bulk GaAs. A part of this reduction
can be attributed to the modifications of the phonon dispersion relation that arise from zone
folding. The effect of this zone-folding is predicted to give a reduction in conductivity that is
greatest for layer thickness around 10 monolayers. Based on the zone-folding effect the
conductivity of superlattices would be expected to increase for shorter period superlattices. Yet,
experimental measurements in the MURI team (Maris, Nurmikko) showed that the conductivity



decreases monotonically as the layer thickness is reduced in the range 1 to 10 monolayers, and
thus disagree with the expectations based on zone folding. To achieve a more complete
understanding of how heat flows through a superlattice, a sophisticated molecular dynamics
simulation program to model heat flow in multilayered structures. With this modeling approach,
a realistic understanding and predictive capability for heat transport was achieved, to aid device
designers (such as G. Belenky and S. Pei in the MURI team) to accurately estimate the thermal
contraints of their mid-IR laser devices.

Another important part of the MURI outcome was the coupling to industrial and government
laboratories. For example, the work on phonon transport and heat management involved a bridge
to Intel, the THz work involved a close collaboration with Sandia and Lincoln Laboratories, the
mid-IR laser work with the Air Force Research Laboratory (Albuquerque) and Sarnoff Labs.

We now describe in details the scientific and technology achievements of each of the primary
thust (task ) areas within the MURI program:

Task #1: Phonon Engineering for The Development of Terahertz Lasers Based On
Intersubband Transitions : Project Leader: Qing Hu (MIT)

Co-Participants: S. Luryi (electron-phonon interaction and novel frequency tuning scheme), H.

Maris (thermal conductivity measurements), Industry/Gov’t Lab Link: Sandia National

Laboratory, Lincoln Laboratory

Terahertz (1-10 THz, hw= 4-40 meV, and A = 30-300 um) frequencies are among the most
underdeveloped electromagnetic spectra, even though their potential applications are promising
in detection of chemical and biological agents, imaging for medical and security applications,
astrophysics, plasma diagnostics, end-point detection in dry etching processes, remote
atmospheric sensing and monitoring, noninvasive inspection of semiconductor wafers, high-
bandwidth free-space communications, and ultrahigh-speed signal processing. This
underdevelopment is primarily due to the lack of coherent solid-state THz sources that can
provide high radiation intensities (greater than a mW) and continuous-wave (CW) operations.
This is because the THz frequency falls between two other frequency ranges in which
conventional semiconductor devices have been well developed. One is the microwave and
millimeter-wave frequency range, and the other is the near-infrared and optical frequency range.
Semiconductor electronic devices that utilize freely moving electrons (such as transistors, Gunn
oscillators, Schottky-diode frequency multipliers, and photomixers) are limited by the transit
time and parasitic RC time constants. Consequently, the power level of these electronic devices
decreases as 1/f4, or even faster, as the frequency f increases above 1 THz. Semiconductor
photonic devices based on quantum-mechanical interband transitions (such as bipolar laser
diodes), however, are limited to frequencies higher than those corresponding to the
semiconductor energy gap, which is higher than 10 THz even for narrow-gap lead-salt materials.
Thus, the frequency range of 1-10 THz is inaccessible for conventional semiconductor devices.

Semiconductor quantum wells are human-made quantum-mechanical systems in which the
energy levels can be designed and engineered to be any value. Consequently, unipolar lasers
based on intersubband transitions (electrons that make lasing transitions between subband levels
within the conduction band or holes within the valence band) were proposed for long-wavelength
sources as early as in the 1970s. However, because of the great challenge in epitaxial material



growth and the unfavorable fast nonradiative relaxation rate, it took more than two decades to
realize this proposal experimentally. Electrically pumped unipolar intersubband-transition lasers
(also called quantum-cascade lasers (QCLs)) at ~4-['m wavelength were first developed at Bell
Laboratories in 1994. Since then, impressive improvements in performance have been made in
terms of power levels, operating temperatures, and frequency characteristics at mid-infrared
frequencies.

In contrast to the remarkable success of mid-infrared QCLs, the development of THz QCLs
below the Reststrahlen band (~8-9 THz in GaAs) turned out to be much more difficult than
initially expected, because of two unique challenges at THz frequencies. First, the energy level
separations that correspond to THz frequencies are quite narrow (~10 meV). Thus, the selective
depopulation mechanism based on energy-sensitive LO-phonon scattering, which has been
successfully implemented in mid-infrared QCLs, is not applicable. Second, low-loss optical
mode confinement, which is essential for any laser oscillation, is difficult to implement at THz
frequencies. Conventional dielectric-waveguide confinement cannot be used because the
evanescent field penetration, which is proportional to the wavelength and is on the order of
several tens of microns, is much greater compared to the active gain medium thickness of several
microns.

In October 2001, almost eight years after the initial development of QCLs, the first QCL
operating below the Reststrahlen band, at 4.4 THz, was developed. This laser was based on a
chirped superlattice structure that had been successfully developed at mid-infrared frequencies.
Mode confinement in this THz QCL was achieved using a double-surface plasmon waveguide
grown on a semi-insulating (SI) GaAs substrate. 0

Supported by the AFOSR MURI program, Phonon Enhancement of Electronic and
Optoelectronic Devices, our group has pursued a different approach to achieve lasing at THz
frequencies. We have investigated possibilities of using fast LO-phonon scattering to depopulate
the lower radiative level, and using double-sided metal-metal waveguides for THz mode
confinement. After an extensive investigation, these efforts finally bore fruit. In November 2002,
a 3.4-THz QCL was developed in which the depopulation of the lower radiative level was
achieved through resonant LO-phonon scattering. The performance of this laser device was
promising, espécially in its maximum operating temperature. A laser device fabricated from the
very first wafer operated in the pulse mode up to 87 K, producing more than 4 mW of peak
power at liquid-nitrogen temperature. When fabricated with the double-sided metal-metal
waveguides, THz QCLs based on similar quantum-well structures have demonstrated the highest
pulsed operating temperature of 164 K, the highest CW operating temperature of 117 K, and the
longest wavelength of 161 pm. These records in performance are even more impressive when
they are compared with the rest of the field: 116 K for the highest pulsed operating temperature,
80 K for the highest CW operating temperature, and 150 pm for the longest wavelength. In the
following, we provide a more detailed summary of this highly productive effort.

THz gain medium based on resonant LO-phonon scattering

The first THz QCLs were designed around chirped superlattice structures, which are
characterized by large oscillator strengths. However, the depopulation of the lower lasing level
relies on resonant tunneling and electron-electron scattering, which could suffer from thermal
backfilling because of narrow subband separations within the lower miniband of a superlattice.



The direct use of LO-phonon scattering for depopulation of the lower state offers several
distinctive advantages. First, when a collector state is separated from the lower lasing level by at

least the LO-phonon energy hw (=36 meV, corresponding to 9 THz or ~420 K), depopulation
can be extremely fast (<1 ps). Second, the large energy separation provides intrinsic protection
against thermal backfilling of the lower radiative state. Both properties are important in allowing
higher temperature operation of lasers at longer wavelengths.

While fast scattering out of the lower lasing level is necessary to achieve population inversion, a
long upper-state lifetime is also highly desirable. Our earlier designs addressed this problem by
making the optical transition diagonal (i. e., between states in adjacent wells), so as to reduce
upper-state overlap with the collector state. However, this resulted in a small oscillator strength,
and in a broad emission linewidth due to interface roughness. A second design featured a vertical
transition, which improved the radiative overlap and had a relatively narrow linewidth (~2 meV
~ 0.5 THz), but depopulation was nonselective and slow, due to the thick barrier needed to
reduce parasitic scattering from the upper state to the collector states.

The key element in our current design is to use resonant LO-phonon scattering to selectively
depopulate the lower radiative level while maintaining a long upper-level lifetime. This resulted
in a breakthrough success. Figure. 1(a) shows the conduction band profile and subband
wavefunctions under the design bias of 64 mV/module. Each module contains four quantum
wells, shown inside the dashed box, and 175 such modules are connected in series to form the
quantum cascade structure. Under this bias, electrons are injected from the injector level 1' to the
upper lasing level 5 through resonant tunneling. The radiative transition between levels 5 and 4 is
spatially vertical, yielding a relatively large oscillator strength (fs; = 0.96). The depopulation is
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Figure 1: (a) Calculated conduction band profile and subband wavefunctions at a bias of 64
mV/module. (b) Optical mode profile of the surface-plasmon waveguide.

highly selective and fast, as only the lower level 4 is at resonance with a level 3 in the adjacent
well, where fast LO-phonon scattering (14 = t3 = 0.5 ps) takes place to empty electrons in levels
3 and 4 to the injector doublet 1 and 2. Hence the term resonant LO-phonon scattering. Due to a
relatively thick barrier, the scattering time of the upper level 5 to the ground states 2 and 1 is
quite long (15—2,1 = 7 ps), which is important to keep the population in level 5 high. Electrons



in level 1 are then injected to level 5 of the following module (not shown here), completing the
cascade pumping scheme.

Mode confinement in this laser device was achieved using a double-surface plasmon waveguide
formed between the top metallic contact and the bottom heavily doped GaAs layer, as in the case
of other THz QCLs. The calculated mode profile and waveguide loss are shown in Figure. 1(b).
After the rear facet was high-reflection (HR) coated, lasing was obtained in this device and a
typical emission spectrum above threshold is shown in Figure. 2(a). The emission frequency
corresponds to a photon energy of 14.2 meV, close to the calculated value of 13.9 meV. Pulsed
lasing operation is observed up to 87 K with a power level of 13 mW at 5 K, and ~4 mW even at
liquid-nitrogen temperature of 78 K, as shown in Figure. 2(b).
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Figure 2: (a) Emission spectrum above threshold. The inset shows a set of emission spectra that are
Stark-shifted to higher frequencies with higher bias. The linewidth is limited by the instrumental
resolution of the FTIR (0.125 cm-1 = 3.75 GHz). (b) Pulsed power-current relations taken from a
similar (with a larger area) laser device at different heat-sink temperatures.

THz mode confinement using double-sided metal-metal waveguides

Because of the amphoteric nature of silicon dopants in GaAs materials, the maximum attainable
electron density is approximately 5x1018/cm3. At this carrier concentration, the field penetration
depth is on the order of 1 um at THz frequencies, causing a significant cavity loss if the lower
side of the mode confinement is provided by heavily doped GaAs layers. The first successful
development of THz QCLs utilized a double surface-plasmon layer grown on semi-insulating
GaAs substrate for mode confinement. As illustrated in Figure. 1(b), the presence of the n+
bottom contact layer enhances the mode intensity in the active region. Although the mode still



extends substantially into the substrate, the overlap with heavily doped regions is small, so the
free-carrier loss is minimized. This structure is easy to grow and fabricate, and it provides
adequate mode confinement for some of the THz QCLs. However, the mode confinement factor
I" in this scheme is far below unity (I' ~ 0.2-0.5 for reported lasers).

Following our initial success in developing the 3.4-THz laser, we demonstrated the first terahertz
QCL that uses a double-sided metal-metal waveguide for mode confinement. This metal-
semiconductor-metal structure is essentially the same as the microstrip transmission lines that are
widely used for waveguiding at microwave and millimeter-wave frequencies, and the geometry
is compatible with the TM polarization of intersubband transitions. Due to the shallow skin depth
in the metal (several hundred A), the waveguide can be made with very low losses and a
confinement factor close to unity. Our current THz lasers with metal-metal waveguide were
fabricated using copper-to-copper wafer bonding followed by substrate removal. The schematic
of the bonding and substrate removal process is illustrated in Figure. 3.
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Figure 3: ,Left: Schematic of the wafer bonding process for double-side metal-metal waveguide.
Right: A SEM picture of the fabricated device.

Based on this metal-metal waveguide structure and using improved gain media that reduced the
lasing threshold current densities, we have achieved several records in the performance of THz
QCLs. These include but not limited to: the highest pulsed operating temperature of 164 K
(Figure. 4(a)), the first CW THz QCL operating above the important liquid nitrogen temperature
of 77 K (Tmax = 117 K, Figure. 4(b)), and the longest wavelength QCL to date without the
assistance of magnetic fields (A = 161 pm, corresponding to 1.9 THz (Figure. 4(c)).
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Shortly after we successfully developed THz QCLs operating CW above liquid-nitrogen
temperature, we were approached by several groups in the U.S. and Europe to test their
suitability for local-oscillator applications. These collaborations quickly yielded results that
provide positive confirmations. Figure 5 shows the schematic and measurement results of a 2.8-
THz HEB heterodyne receiver pumped by a single-mode QCL as the local oscillator. The overall
receiver noise temperature of ~1400 K is among the lowest at this high frequency. Figure 6
shows the schematic and measurement results of frequency locking of a QCL to the frequency of
a far-infrared gas laser. The frequency stability of the QCL is achieved indefinitely, and the
FWHM of ~65 kHz is more than adequate for astrophysical observations.
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Figure 5: Left: Schematic of a HEB heterodyne receiver pumped by a 2.8-THz QCL as the LO.Right:
Current and receiver noise temperature as functions of the voltage at several pump levels.
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Figure 6: Left: Schematic of a frequency locking system to stabilize the frequency of a QCL respect to
of a far-infrared gas laser. Right: A spectrum of the stabilized QCL with FWHM of 65 kHz that is stat
indefinite period of time.

In order to achieve a robust single-mode operation that is essential for sensing applications, we
have also developed distributed-feedback (DFB) lasers using first-order gratings (grating period
= A/2). As shown in Figure. 7, the distributed feedback provided by the corrugated side walls
ensure a single-mode operation at all temperature and bias ranges, with side-mode suppression
greater than 35 dB. Furthermore, as the inset in the right figure shows, by changing the
temperature of the heat sink, we were able to tune the lasing frequency by ~12 GHz. This
temperature tuning can be useful in fine adjustment of the laser frequency relative to the target
spectral lines.
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Figure 7: Left: SEM picture of a first-order DFB QCL with corrugated side walls. Right: Power-
current of a 2.9-THz DFB laser device measured at different heatsink temperatures. The lower inset
shows a single-mode lasing spectrum which is robust at all temperature and bias ranges. The upper inset
shows the lasing frequency as a function of the heatsink temperature, with a ~12 GHz tunability.

Real-time THz imaging using quantum-cascade lasers and focal-plane array cameras

Due to the relatively modest power levels available in most THz sources and a lack of multi-
element THz detectors, the vast majority of THz imaging has been done by mechanically
scanning an object through a tightly focused beam — a practice which limits the acquisition time
to the mechanical scan rate of the system. With upper limits of 100’s of pixels/second for the
mechanical scanning, a complete image takes minutes to acquire. It is highly desirable to use
focal-plane array cameras that can directly detect the THz signals with sufficient speed. The
coherent radiation source can be provided by solid-state frequency multipliers at submillimeter-
wave frequencies, and by far-infrared gas lasers or quantum-cascade lasers (QCLs) above 1 THz.
Because of their compact sizes, QCLs are especially attractive for multi-spectral imaging
applications. Several QCLs with different frequencies can be packaged tightly forming a
frequency agile coherent radiation source. When combined with a focal-plane array camera that
is capable of video-rate detection, this system can perform frequency-sensitive THz imaging at a
rate far greater than current THz imaging systems, allowing real-time THz monitoring and
screening.

We have recently demonstrated the use of a 4.3-THz, 50-mW QCL source for real-time imaging
with a 320x240 element microbolometer focal-plane array detector. The QCL is cooled to ~33
K by a closed-cycle, pulse-tube cryorefrigerator (PT60, Cryomech), and is modulated
synchronously with the focal-plane array for differential detection. The differential scheme
reduces 1/f noise and removes the infrared background, obviating the need for long-wavelength-
pass filters. A signal-to-noise (SNR) ratio of ~340 and an optical noise equivalent power

(NEPO) of 320 pW/VHz are measured. The experimental set-up is shown in Figure. 8, along with



a THz image taken at a video rate of 30 frames/second, demonstrating the feasibility of real-time
screening and monitoring, which is crucial for military and security applications.
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Summary of the results

The research program was aimed at the enhancement of the semiconductor MIR laser
performance by means of phonon related properties of constitutive materials. Of special interest
for this program are type-Il and type-l cascade structures which are the most prominent
candidates for the high-power high-temperature laser sources in MIR region.

We demonstrated for the first time the possibility to use the LO-phonon-assisted depopulation
scheme and showed that the rate of interband electron transitions assisted by LO-phonon
emission can exceed the interband tunneling rate through the heterostructure leaky window
originally suggested for the depopulation purpose in type-II laser structures.

We showed that phonon engineering allows strong enhancement of the LO-phonon-assisted
depopulation of the lower lasing level, which enhances the performance of type-I cascade
structures (see Patent #3).

New design of type-II intersubband laser structures with interband LO-phonon assisted
depopulation of the lover lasing subband was proposed. The key element of our depopulation
scheme is the use of interband electron transition which is indirect in both coordinate and
momentum space. We show that strong Van Hove singularities of joint density of states can be
designed for such transition thus enhancing the depopulation rate and making the efficiency of
the interband electron-phonon depopulation in type-II structures higher than that of the
corresponding intersubband process in type-I cascade laser heterostructures. We show that
phonon-assisted depopulation can be employed in type-II structures even when the lower lasing
level is designed near the upper edge of the heterostructure leaky window, where elastic
interband tunneling depopulation becomes inefficient. Our design is beneficial for the type-II
laser performance providing the highest value of the matrix element for intrawell optical lasing
transition and simultaneously preventing thermal backfilling of the lower lasing states.

Lateral mode spatial filtering technique combined with the Hakki-Paoli approach was developed
for gain measurements in broad area type II InAs/GalnSb mid-infrared diode lasers (A=3-3.1um)
with W-type active region design. We showed that the main contribution to the temperature
dependence of the threshold current is Auger recombination, which dominates the threshold
current within almost the entire temperature range studied

New unipolar cascade laser structure with ultra-wide tunability range was proposed (see Patent
#2). DFB action is achieved by periodic modulation of the carrier density and the optical gain
due to piezo-acoustic wave propagating along the optical axis of a QCL. We predict distributed
feedback in such piezo-DFB QCL sufficient for providing the mode suppression ratio over 30
dB. We show that, in contrast to bipolar lasers, the piezoelectric modulation of unipolar carrier
density in type-I QCL is not accompanied by a degradation of the average gain. We show also



that the wavelength of the main DFB mode can be continuously tuned in a wide range, which is
especially important for spectroscopic applications.

A method of optical gain and loss measurement was developed for type-lII InAs/GalnSb
interband cascade MIR lasers operating in the 3.4-3.6 um wavelength range. The maximum
temperature of CW operation was found to be limited by strong gain saturation due to active
region overheating, while the temperature increase of the total optical loss was relatively small.
We revealed a new mechanism of optical loss in mid-IR interband cascade lasers (ICL) — the
“leakage” of the optical mode into the substrate. The effect can be eliminated by judicious
matching of the laser wavelength and thicknesss of the optical cladding layers.

New method of temperature performance analysis was developed for diode semiconductor lasers.
The method implies matching the temperature-concentration dependence at the threshold with
steady-state temperature-concentration relationship induced by the carrier heating dynamics. We
applied our theoretical approach to the type-1I MIR cascade lasers and found excellent agreement
with our experimental results obtained for 3.7 um interband cascade (IC) lasers. The method
allows optimizing the number of cascades in IC lasers with respect to the highest achievable
operating temperature. We proved that the low material gain characteristic of type-II
heterostructures and the high resistance of the thermal link to the heat sink are primarily
responsible for limiting the continuous-wave (CW) operation to low temperatures.

e An ultra-sensitive single-pass measurement technique was developed for the first time for
interband optical absorption measurements in thin layered laser heterostructures. This
technique allows absorption measurement even in single-quantum-well laser
heterostructures.

e Direct experimental information about the optical matrix elements in type-I and type-II
laser structures was obtained by using single-pass interband optical absorption
measurements. This information allows identification of the source of temperature
sensitivity of the threshold current in type-II mid-IR GaSb-based semiconductor lasers.
Our PL experiments also show that the PL temperature decay is noticeably stronger for
type-II samples which indicates the presence of strong nonradiative recombination at
elevated temperatures.

e New electrically tunable light source based on type-Il cascaded structure design was
proposed (see Patent #1). Our design combines high tunability of optical emission of
type-1I heterostructures with our original tunneling limited injection scheme, which
enables laser wavelength tuning even after the laser threshold is reached. Laser tuning
with the range of 120nm (starting from the initial lasing wavelength A ~ 3.33 pm), or 120
cm-1 was demonstrated.

e A novel temperature insensitive semiconductor laser was invented. Quantum dot lasers
were proposed years ago and one of their main predicted advantages was high
temperature stability. Nevertheless, despite significant recent progress, their temperature
stability has fallen far short of expectations. We analyzed the origin of this problem and
found it was primarily associated with recombination outside the quantum dots. This has
led us to propose a novel approach, based on spatially separating the reservoirs of
electrons and holes from which the dots are fed with carriers. This can be accomplished
in at least two ways by special tailoring of the laser heterostructures. A particularly



favorable way of accomplishing this is by using resonant-tunneling injection of majority
carriers into quantum dots.

Theoretical analysis of the intrinsic mechanism limiting the lineariry of lasers with a
quantum-confined active region. Carrier density in QD, QWR and QW lasers pins above
threshold only in the active region. In the abutting regions from where carriers a fed by a
capture process, the carrier density rises with injection current, owing to a nonvanishing
capture delay. This “reservoir effect”, combined with the superlinearity of the
recombination rate with respect to the carrier density outside the active region, gives rise
to a new type of sublinearity of the light-current characteristics at high injection and
limits the power performance of semiconductor lasers with a quantum-confined active
region.

We have carried out a theoretical analysis of the threshold behavior of semiconductor
lasers with a reduced-dimensionality active region taking a general account of the internal
optical loss. In any structure where the free-carrier density in the reservoir abutting the
active region does not pin in the presence of light generation and the internal loss
depends on this density, we predict the existence of a second lasing threshold. Above the
second threshold, there exist two physically distinct steady-state regimes of stimulated
emission. Accordingly, the light-current characteristic is two-valued up to a maximum
current at which the lasing is quenched. Presented analysis, exemplified in the context of
QD lasers, can be used for their optimization, especially for lowering the threshold

current density in short-cavity structures.

Phonon-assisted depopulation in type-II intersubband lasers

The process of the lower lasing state depopulation
is essential for maintaining the population
inversion in the active region of intersubband
cascade lasers. For type-II lasers, direct interband
tunneling through the heterostructure “leaky
window” & (see Figure 1) has always been
considered as a basic depopulation mechanism
[1,2];
L 4

The rate of this process, ['tun, is proportional to

the small parameter 1= (6 ~)/EgiEs [3],
where € is the kinetic energy of the tunneling
electron inside the window (0 <¢ <& = 150 meV
for InAs/GaSb interface) and EGA(B) are
bandgaps of the constituent semiconductors. The
efficiency of interband tunneling, therefore,
decreases significantly when the depopulated
energy level is located in the upper part of the
leaky window, which would be the most
favorable configuration from the standpoint of
ensuring highest oscillator strength for the lasing
transition and preventing thermal backfilling of
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Figure 1: Band diagram of a model active
region in a type-II laser heterostructure.
Intersubband lasing transition from the
upper electron level L2 and interband
depopulation processes (I'tun and I'ph)
through the heterostructure leaky window
d are shown by arrows.



the lowest lasing state. We demonstrate high efficiency of the depopulation process assisted by
LO-phonon emission, which has not yet been studied in type-II laser structures. Indeed, the
interband LO-phonon assisted tunneling is customarily considered an inefficient process due to
the symmetry difference between the initial (electron) and final (hole) states [4]. We show here
that this symmetry constraint can be removed by anticrossing the lowest electron-like and the
highest light-hole-like levels in coupled InAs and GaSb quantum wells (QWs), so that the
depopulation rate by resonant LO-phonon emission, I'ph, is comparable with that in type-I
quantum cascade lasers [5].

To analyze the spectrum of the initial and final electron states participating in the phonon
emission process we use a semianalytical approach [3] to the 6-band Kane model. Due to the
high valence band offset at the InAs/GaSb interface, which includes the InAs energy gap Ega,
the heavy hole states need to be explicitly taken into account only in the GaSb layer B of the

150 width dg. As a next approximation, the
quasibound character of the electron
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tunneling at such an interface includes a
combination of the energy gaps of both
materials, Ega and Egg, so that the
interband tunneling process through the
heterostructure  leaky window is
determined by previously-mentioned
small parameter n < 1.

energy level position, meV
X

_ To optimize the depopulation process,
asiyguaniufwell Wi, bis we need to provide the anticrossing
between the lowest electron-like and the

Figure 2: Positions of two highest light-type energy hlghest light-hole-like subbands, which
levels (solid liges) and two highest heavy-hole levels 1S favorable for electron-phonon wave
(dashed lines) in the leaky widow as a function of the  function overlap in the phonon emission
width of the GaSb quantum well dB. The width of InAs  process [6]. Figure 2 shows the
quantum well dA =9 nm. Arrows indicate the onset of the ~ positions of two highest light-type
LO-phonon resonant emission process. energy levels in the leaky window, L~

and L", for electron wave vector K = 0

as a function of the GaSb QW width ds.
The anticrossing condition corresponds to the minimal separation between these levels and, in
our example, occurs at the InAs QW width dx = 9 nm. Since the uppermost position of the level
L~ decreases the thermal backfilling of the lower lasing states, it would be beneficial to keep its
position as high as possible in the leaky window, still providing sufficient overlap with the final
electron states in the L* subband. For this reason, we calculate and compare the LO-phonon
emission rate for two different values, da = 9 nm and dx = 8.5 nm, the later allowing for the

higher position of the level L™.



Figure 3 shows the LO-phonon emission rate calculated according to the Fermi golden rule and
assuming the final states for electron transitions to be unoccupied. The initial electron state in L—
subband is chosen with the in-plane momentum K = 0, therefore the phonon wave vector q
determines the momentum transfer in the electron transition. Inasmuch as the polar mode
confinement has not yet been studied in the InAs/GaSb heterosystem, we calculate the phonon
emission rate using a model bulk-like phonon spectrum, so that the electron-phonon coupling
constant {3 is mostly determined by the overlap integral between normalized electron and phonon
envelopes, 1(q):

1 1
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Since the LO-phonon energies are very close in both constituent materials, hoph ~ 30 meV, the
coupling constant in our calculations has been averaged with respect to the layer widths,

Py =(Bd s+ Bydy)/(d, +d”). The increase of the GaSb QW width dB in the range from 6 to
9 nm, while keeping the energy position of the initial electron-like state L- practically
unchanged, allows “scanning” of all the final hole-like energy levels (light subband L+ and
heavy subband H2), which thus move toward the upper part of the heterostructure leaky window.
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Figure 3: Electron-phonon resonance in InAs/GaSb DQW heterostructure. Three major peaks, P1-

P3, correspond to the three different resonant transitions in K-space. (a) InAs QW width allows
L+/L- subband anticrossing. (b) Smaller width of InAs QW providing for higher position of the
lower lasing states in the heterostructure leaky window.

Figure 3 clearly demonstrates three peaks of the LO-phonon emission rate. The first, most
remarkable resonance, P1, corresponds to the setup of the L™—L" phonon-assisted transition; see
Figure 4a. This transition is indirect in K-space, since the top of the upper light-hole-like
subband is displaced to the final value of K due to the presence of linear terms @K in the
subband dispersions inherent to asymmetric InAs/GaSb DQWs. Here the quantum number o
represents the parity of an eigenstate with respect to the reflection in the plane formed by the
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main axis of the heterostructure and the two-dimensional wave-vector K [3]. For illustrative
purposes, we show the split subbands with different parities ® = +1, correspondingly, in positive
and negative half-planes K. High density of states at the top of L*(@ = +1) subband determines
the high value of the resonant rate. It is important that this transition is indirect in Brillouin zone.
For “vertical” transitions with
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Figure 4: Band diagrams for the three most important resonant transitions with LO-phonon
emission P1-P3. (a) Resonant transition corresponding to main peak P1, dy = 6.2 nm. Final
electron states are located on the ring of L'(w = +1) subband edges. (b) Resonant transition
corresponding to the second peak P2, dz = 8 nm. Final electron states for this transition are located
on the ring of saddle points of the L'(@ = —1) subband. (¢) Resonant transitions L™ —>H2
corresponding to peak P3, ds = 8.3 nm.

zero momentum transfer, the overlap integral (3) would vanish identically, since it is reduced
simply to overlap between the orthogonal initial and final electron states. This is readily seen
from Figure 5, where the overlap integrals for L7(0)—>L'(K) transition are calculated as
functions of the in-plane momentum K of the final state. We can see also that the anticrossing
between L™ and L'subbands provides for sufficient electron-phonon overlap in this interwell
(A—B) transition.

With dp increasing, transitions L™—L" become less efficient, firstly, because of corresponding
decrease of the final density of states, and secondly, due to the suppression of the electron-
phonon overlap integral I(g) both at zero momentum transfer, ¢ ~ 0, and at large phonon wave
vectors ¢ > 0.2 nm™". This explains the pronounced minimum in the phonon emission rate at dp =



7.6 nm. Further increase of the GaSb QW width dp results in the setup of the electron-phonon
resonance related to the transitions to the L™ subband with negative parity (peak P2). The final
electron states for these transitions belong to the ring of saddle points of the L™(@ = —1) subband
(see Figure 4b), which are characterized by a relatively high density of states and are favorably
located at K ~ 0.1 nm™', where the electron-phonon overlap is maximized, see Figure 5. Finally,
peak P3 in Figure 3 corresponds to the setup of resonant transitions into the H2 subband, see
Figure 4c. The overall peak amplitude is relatively small because the most important transitions
to the subband top, characterized by the highest density of states, correspond to inefficient
“vertical” transitions with nearly zero overlap integrals.
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Figure 5: Electron-phonon overlap integrals (squared) for L-—L+ transitions. The QW widths
correspond to the main peak P1 in Figure. 7a, dA = 9 nm, dB = 6.2 nm. Solid line shows the overlap
integrals for normalized electron and bulk-like LO-phonon envelopes. Dashed line shows the overlap
integral between the initial and final electron states. Arrows mark the final state wave vectors for
corresponding resonant transitions.

Figure 3b shows also the LO-phonon emission rate calculated for a narrower InAs QW width, da
= 8.5 nm. The lover lasing level L™, which we must depopulate, has moved by 8 meV toward the
upper end of the leaky window, and, as a result, all the resonances occur at larger values of GaSb
QW width dg. It is important that the amplitude of the main peak P1 remains practically
unchanged. This means that the phonon-assisted depopulation can be conveniently employed
when the lower lasing level is located in the extreme upper part of the heterostructure leaky
window, where direct interband tunneling becomes inefficient. This design is beneficial for the
laser performance providing the highest value of the matrix element for intrawell optical lasing
transition and simultaneously preventing thermal backfilling of the lower lasing states.

Experimental study of the temperature performance of mid-infrared type-I1 “W”diode
lasers

Type-II diode lasers are very promising for mid-infrared applications [7-9]. W-design of the
active region [1] provides sufficiently large optical matrix element and permits wide range of
lasing wavelengths which depend on the active region layer thickness and barrier height.



Performance of diode W-QW lasers degrades rapidly with increasing temperature. The highest
reported heat sink temperature for CW
operation of diode W-QW lasers is 200K [7],
while for the optically pumped devices it is

290K [8]. We found that, in contrast with 4(,-—.2\,
optically pumped devices [10-12], the internal ™ gr’w ", Yysoma
loss in both 5 and 10 period diode devices is & | g 100
almost the same and remains nearly constant in & - i)

the temperature range from 80K to 160K. The = | ¢
temperature increase of the threshold current § T=80K ot
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Gain-guided lasers with 100um-wide stripe contacts were mounted p-side down on a copper heat
sink attached to the cold finger of a liquid nitrogen cryostat. The gain spectra were measured
using the Hakki-Paoli technique adapted to broad area devices [13]. Modal gain spectra for the
10-W-QW device operated in cw mode at 80K and 160K are shown in Figure 6. The modal gain
is g =NI'G-oyo, Wwhere N is the number of W-QWs, I' the optical confinement factor per well and
G the material gain. The total loss o has been estimated from the low energy side of the modal
gain spectra, where the material gain G is small, so that g ~ -ouo. This gives oot ~33-35 cm’

One facet of each device was coated for high reflection and the other antireflection with
reflectivities of R;,=0.95 and R,=0.05, respectively. This corresponds to a mirror loss of am~15
cm’'. Subtraction of o from the measured oot gives an internal loss of oint ~ 18-20 cm™. The
temperature increase from 80 to 160K leads to an apparent broadening of the gain spectrum and
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red shift of the gain maximum from 0.412eV to 0.397eV, with the linear temperature tuning
coefficient B = -2x10™* eV/K. The full width at half maximum of the gain peak increases from
12meV at 80K to 20meV at 160K. Measurements of the total loss at 160K give the same value
within the experimental accuracy (Figure 6). The internal loss measured on 5-W-QW lasers is
the same within experimental accuracy.

There are three major reasons for the temperature increase of the threshold current. These are: a
temperature increase of oy, a temperature decrease of the differential gain dg,"/dJ and a
temperature increase of the leakage current into the cladding region. It was shown previously,
that at temperatures as high as 80C, the hole heterobarrier leakage current in GaSb-based lasers
with similar waveguide and cladding materials is small and cannot be a limiting factor for the
high-temperature performance [13]. We can specify two contributions to the total loss . First
is the free-carrier absorption in the quantum wells. This mechanism is found to be dominant in
multiperiod (50-80 periods) optically pumped devices, where it is responsible for more than a
two-fold increase of ai in the temperature range from 80K to 160K [10-12]. The second
contribution is the loss due to modal overlap with the cladding material and light scattering in the
waveguide. The fact that the internal loss does not depend strongly on either the number of wells
(5 or 10), or temperature leads to the conclusion that the total loss in these electrically pumped
W-QW lasers is the waveguide and cladding loss.

Since o is independent of
temperature, a possible reason for

the temperature increase of the 5 T T T T - T
threshold current can be in the il . .
temperature dependence of ® BOK m 120K

dg,"™/dJ. One can see (Figure 7) =] e . . |
that as the temperature increases . s . 160K
from 80K to 160K, the average E X1 o .
dg,"™/d] decreases from ~0.29cm’ £ -

'/mA to ~0.03 cm’'/mA. The o 1
behavior of dg,"*/dJ for 5-W-QW = o]e " A .
samples is qualitatively the same, ] A

except that ‘the magnitude of 51 1
dg,"™/dJ is larger, viz. ~0.4cm’ &

/mA (80K) and ~0.1 cm’/mA °00 oz o4 @ o8 1o 12 14
(120K) for the lasers without the LA

hole blocker; and ~0.7cm’'/mA
(80K) and ~0.07 cm™'/mA (160K)
for the lasers with the hole blocker.
This indicates an inhomogeneous
carrier distribution among the wells
in the 10 W-QW devices, which
reduces the effective number of
wells [14] and suppresses dg,"*/d]J.

Figure 7: Dependences of the net gain maxima on current
for the sample with 10 quantum wells at three different
temperatures. Horizontal lines indicate o

The net gain maximum g,™ can be expressed in terms of 2D carrier concentrations as (see, for
example [15,16]):
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Here, Gy is a very weak function of T [16], n,p(I,T) are the electron and hole concentrations in
the wells, and m. .m, are the electron and heavy hole effective masses. The electron and hole
concentrations are assumed to be equal and, for simplicity, broadening of the energy levels is not
taken into account. To obtain information about the current and temperature dependences of the
carrier concentration n(J,T) we analyzed the spontaneous emission (SE) spectra collected from a
side of the device [17]. A 0.5 mm slit was used to filter out the stimulated emission contribution
from the laser facets. Dependences of the integrated spontaneous emission intensity Is, on current
below the threshold are shown in Figure 8. The dependence Iy(J) is linear at 80K, while at higher
temperatures a region Ig, ~ > appears as
the threshold increases. This dependence
can be interpreted as a result of bimolecular
S ‘ radiative recombination when the carrier

'4 / concentration is controlled by the Auger

0 process [17]. The radiative recombination
5 o". rate coefficient in the 2D case is
: 2 o’ proportional to 1/T. One can see that within
| . experimental accuracy I, is a linear
- . o | ~ .1 function of /T (Inset in Figure 8), even at
< ° ‘ 7. the current of 300mA, where Auger
| recombination already dominates. This
i 1 means that within the temperature range
¢ @ | from 80 to 160K the carrier concentration
—y Y in the active area does not depend strongly
0.01 01 1 on temperature at a fixed current, so we can
J, Alen neglect the temperature dependence of the

Auger coefficient. A slow variation with T

_ is consistent with previous findings [18].
Figure 8: Current dependences of the integrated p . fyag @y the threshold carrier
luminescence intgnsity Isp at 80K (open circles) and -
160K (solid circles). The arrows mark the lasing . o
thresholds. The fitting lines are: Isp~ J for 80K and Isp in order to fulfill the threshold condition

max__ : x
~ J2/3 for 160K. The inset is the dependence of Ispon ~ &n = Giot- A linear temperature increase of
inverse temperature for I=0.1A (1) and 0.3A (2). ny defines the temperature.: depeqdence of
the threshold current, associated with Auger

recombination as I,~T°. Figure 4 shows

dependences of the threshold current on
temperature in the samples with 5- and 10-W-QWs. The approximation Ju~T? is in very good
agreement with experiment, i.e. [ gives the main contribution to the Jy.

|, abunts
.
=~

0.1 °

concentration ng must be proportional to T

To obtain information about the effect of laser heating on the experimental results, we estimated
an additional temperature increase AT of the active area in CW mode from the energy shift
between the SE spectra recorded in pulsed (100ns, 2% duty cycle) and CW modes at (160K).
Although AT is relatively small (<5K) at CW currents below 800mA, it reaches 15-20K at the
current ~1.3A. This corresponds to a specific thermal resistance of ~ 1 1Kem?/kW.



In conclusion, we have experimentally investigated the oPtical gain and internal loss in 3um type
II W diode lasers. The internal optical loss is 18-20 cm™ for devices with both a 5- and 10- W-
QW active regions and remains nearly constant within the temperature range 80-160K. This
implies that the main contribution to the internal optical loss is the waveguide and cladding loss
rather than free carrier absorption in the wells. Analysis of the spontaneous emission spectra
shows that the reason for the temperature increase of the threshold current is Auger
recombination.

Piezoacoustic modulation of gain and distributed feedback for type-I cascade lasers

The quantum cascade laser (QCL) is the
most promising candidate for mid-
infrared atmospheric spectroscopy in 3-
12 um wavelength range.

Recent reports have demonstrated
broadband emission in the wide range
of 5 to 8 um and single-mode DFB
operation  with  the  side-mode
suppression ratio exceeding 30 dB.
Generally, most trace-gas sensing
applications also require reasonable
operational tunability of the lasing
wavelength, which at this time can be
achieved only by varying the heat-sink
temperature and/or pumping current.

Figure 9: Piezoacoustic-DFB modulation geometry.

This approach, based on the temperature dependence of the mode refractive index, has the
drawback of extremely limited tuning range, which seldom exceeds a hundred nanometers. In
this part of project we considered the possibility of an ultra-broadband tuning of the type-I QCL
lasing wavelength by means of piezoacoustic modulation of the optical gain in the laser active
region. We show that due to piezoelectric properties of III-V materials, an acoustic wave
propagating along the optical axis of a unipolar laser (see Figure.9) produces a periodic
modulation of the carrier density and the optical gain, sufficient for providing distributed
feedback with the mode suppression ratio exceeding 30 dB. In contrast to bipolar lasers, the
piezoelectric modulation of unipolar carrier density is not accompanied by a degradation of the
average gain. Inasmuch as the acoustic frequency can be easily changed, the wavelength of the
main DFB mode can be tuned in a wide range (see Figure.10). This property should be very
attractive for spectroscopic applications of the quantum cascade laser.
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Figure 10: Spectral dependence of the gain threshold gthL and mode selectivity for QCL implemented
in two material systems, based on In(Al)GaAs (thin lines) and GaAIN (thick lines). Solid lines: gain
thresholds for the main Bragg modes; dashed lines: threshold gain for the next mode. Two lower curves
(dash-dotted lines) represent piezomodulation strength &. The assumed acoustic power and doping level
are, respectively, 5 KW/cm2 and 5x1016 cm-3 for both systems.

Experimental study of the optical gain and loss in mid-infrared type-II interband cascade

lasers

High performance mid-infrared type-II
interband cascade lasers (ICL) with
A = 3.7 um have been recently
demonstrated under continuous wave
(CW) operation above 77K [19]. To
understand physical mechanisms
limiting high temperature performance
of the devicer one needs to analyze
temperature dependencies of device
parameters  which  determine the
threshold current. These parameters
include optical gain, loss and current
leakage. Estimation of the internal
optical loss a; in mid-IR ICL based on
the dependence of inverse external
quantum efficiency on cavity length was
presented in [20]. In this paper we
present experimental study of optical
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Figure 11: ASE spectra of the interband cascade laser
M19.

loss and gain of mid-IR type-II ICL using the Hakki-Paoli approach adapted for broad area lasers
[13]. This method allows measuring the optical gain and loss in one single device without
extracting it from the data taken at series of samples. We found that together with slight



temperature increase of the total
optical loss there is strong saturation
of the gain with the current at higher
temperatures. This effect plays crucial
role in limiting CW temperature
performance

Typical ~ amplified  spontaneous
emission (ASE) spectra at 80K and
130K are shown in the Figure 11. A
spatial filtering technique was used to
select on-axis emission. The modal
gain spectra obtained from the fringe
contrast are shown in the Figure 12.
Total optical loss estimated from the
low energy part of the gain spectra is
about 58-60 cm™ at 80K and remains
almost constant up to 140K. A further

Modal gain [cm]
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Figure 12: Modal gain spectra for ICL M19.

temperature increase up to 200K increases the total loss to 84cm™'. The reflection coefficient
from uncoated laser facets (r~0.33) was calculated using the effective refraction index extracted

from the frequency spacing between
the fringes. This gives the mirror loss
Om ~ 22cm", so that the internal loss
are 0i~36-38cm™ (T=80K) and 60-
62cm™ (T=200K).

The dependence of the modal gain
maximum on the current density
(Figure 13) shows strong gain
saturation at high temperatures
(140K). This effect is explained by
the active area heating. We show that
the temperature increase of optical
loss and gain saturation effect are
responsible for the device temperature
performance. The temperature of the
active area was estimated from the
difference in threshold currents and
emission spectra, taken in cw and
pulse regime with low duty cycle
(Figure 14). Considerable overheating
of the active area at higher heat sink
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Figure 13. Modal gain maximum vs current density for [CLM19.

temperatures was observed. This effect provides positive feedback between increasing loss,
increasing threshold current, and increasing active region temperature, thus limiting the
maximum operating temperature of the ICL.
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Strong periodic modulation of
both ASE and the gain spectra
have been observed in some
samples (Figure. 15). The gain
modulation minima move with
the increasing sample
temperature  which  excludes
interference effects form outside
the sample.

We show that the gain
modulation is due to the optical
mode leakage through the
cladding [21,22], which leads to
the appearance of periodic and
wavelength-dependent

contribution to the total loss as
well as to periodic modulation
of the optical confinement
factor. The effect is very
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Figure 14: Temperature difference between active region and
heatsink (AT) versus heatsink temperature for cw operation of a
3.4 um 65 pm mesa device at threshold. Inset: threshold current
density versus heatsink temperature for a 3.4 pm 65 pm mesa
device operated in low duty cycle pulsed mode.

sensitive to the cladding thickness and the emission wavelength. No modulation was observed in
the devices with shorter wavelength and thicker cladding layers (Figure. 11). The mode leakage
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Figure 15. Modal gain spectra at different current values for ICL4.

leads to the strong reduction of the
modal gain at certain frequencies and
can decrease the overall laser
performance.

Achieving CW  room-temperature
operation of ICL is still unsolved
problem. In mid-infrared lasers, the
modal optical gain is a strong function
of both the carrier concentration and
the carrier temperature, g(#.,7.). Any
increase of the laser operating
temperature is accompanied by a
compensating rise of the carrier
concentration in the active region,
which in electrically injected lasers
implies a corresponding increase of
the threshold current. The later in turn
induces additional Joule heating,
while the concentration build-up
enhances the non-radiative (Auger)

current. At some point, this leads to a lasing failure. For design purposes, it is very important to
understand the main "trigger" mechanism of such a failure — whether it is the Joule heating of the
crystal lattice or the Auger-related heating of the electron subsystem.



We have developed a method

AT, K

T ¥ T

of analysis, which allows
comparing of the physical
effects most critical for high-
temperature operation of the
semiconductor lasers [23],
and applied it to novel type-II
I€CLs. The method
incorporates  experimentally
measured laser parameters

into a theoretical model of
laser temperature
performance. We found that
total optical loss in our lasers

Current density, A/cm?

is in the range a,, ~40-60 cm’
and does not show any
significant temperature

Figure 16.Active area overheating AT can be obtained as a dependence [24]. Figure 16

function of injection current density.

show the results of the
measurement of the active

area temperature. The active area overheating AT can be obtained from the spectral shift between
amplified spontaneous emission (ASE) spectra taken at low duty cycle and CW modes. The inset
in the Figure 16 shows a pronounced red shift of the ASE spectrum taken in the CW mode in

comparison with this taken at 10% duty
cycle. The ASE spectral shift as a
function of temperature was measured
in low duty cycle mode to provide the
calibration  curve.  The  typical
temperature coefficient of the ASE
spectrum position is 0,ImeV/K. The
specific thermal resistance obtained for
this sample was 15 Kem?kW. One can
see from the Figure. 16 that at the bias
current density about 270 A/cm2, AT is
more than 30K thus explaining strong
temperature performance degradation
of the device.

Figure 17 shows the laser spectra taken
in CW mode at two different
temperatures — 77K and 214K. The CW
operation temperature of 214K is the
highest reported CW  operation
temperature among electrically pumped
lasers emitting between 3 and 4 pm. In

Power. arb.

Wavelenath. um

Figure 17: Laser emission spectra in CW operation
mode. In the higher temperature spectra (red line) one
can see periodical structure which may point on optical
mode leakage into the substrate.

the higher temperature spectra (blue line) one can see periodical structure which may point on
optical mode leakage into the substrate. A relatively low To=40K obtained in the low duty cycle



regime and the absence of strong temperature dependence of the external efficiency point on the
Auger recombination as a process, which determines nonradiative lifetime in this devices.

The Auger recombination is commonly believed to be the basic physical mechanism limiting
their CW operation to low temperatures, especially at high injection levels, typical for near-
room-temperature

operation. Our

theoretical ~ analysis “h [ P kel A
shows however that : s
the high value of the 200 |

specific thermal

resistance in

antimonide based ICLs 150

can equally determine
the ultimate cause of
the device failure [23]
This agrees well with

100

Maximum heat-sink temperature, K

our experimental data 50
for 3.7um type-Il
cascade lasers. 0

) 1 10 20 30 40 50
The increase of the

number of cascade
stages N results in the
sharp increase of the Figure 18: Maximum heat-sink temperature vs. number of cascades N for
temperature type-II ICLs. The long-dashed curve demonstrates the strong depression of
performance with N at the maximum operation temperature by Auger recombination. The short-
small N<20 due to dashed curves illustrate the recovering effect of the lower thermal
resistance. Room temperature operation become feasible at the lowest
thermoresistance value pr<3 K-cm?”kW even for an Auger coefficient as
high as C = 1072° cm%s (curve 5).

Number of cascades N

the increase of the
confinement factor and
the  modal gain.
Further increase in the number of stages, however, proportionally increases the threshold voltage
and the heat dissipation in the active region. Since both the confinement factor and the modal
gain saturate at large N, this leads to device overheating and gradually decreases the maximum
operating temperature Tmax for N>30. We have shown that an optimum number of stages
exists in ICLs with respect to the highest possible heat-sink temperature Tmax. This number lies
in a rather wide range between 20 to 30 cascades (see Figure 18), so that additional optimization
with respect to the output optical power is also possible [25].

In summary, the effect of the operation and design parameters of IC laser on the maximum CW
operation temperature of the device has been analyzed experimentally and theoretically. We
found that:

1. The low material gain characteristic of type-II heterostructures and the high resistance of
the thermal link to the heat sink are primarily responsible for limiting the continuous-
wave (CW) operation of the ICL to low temperatures.

28



2. The number of cascades in type-II ICL can be optimized with respect to the highest
achievable operating temperature. We have proved experimentally that the devices with
narrower stripes (down to 4-8 um) having also lower thermoresistance values
demonstrate higher maximum CW operation temperature. We show, however, that
further reduction of the stripe width leads to threshold current increase due to the
enhanced contribution of the edge recombination.

Mechanism of the temperature sensitivity of mid-IR GaSb based semiconductor lasers

Type-II band alignment provides an opportunity to control wavelength in a wide spectral range
by changing the quantum well widths rather than material composition. However, the
temperature performance of type-II mid-IR quantum well lasers is still a crucial issue for
successful fabrication of electrically pumped continuous wave (CW) operated device in the
practically important 3-4 pm spectral range. The highest reported CW operation temperatures
were 214K (A=3.4 um) [26] and 217K (A=3.2 um) [27]. Being characterized by relatively low
threshold current densities at cryogenic temperatures (Jth ~ 10A/cm2 , T=78K in type-II
intersubband cascade lasers [26]), type-II mid-IR lasers show strong performance degradation as
the temperature increases up to 300K. The typical values of parameter TO characterizing
exponential increase of the threshold current with temperature were reported for the diode type-II
mid-IR lasers in the range of 30-50K [28], which is inferior to both type I quantum well lasers
with shorter wavelength (T0=85K, A=2.5 um) [29] and intersubband quantum cascade lasers
with longer wavelength (T0=195K, A=4.8 um) [30].

The following factors can result in low T0 of type-II mid-IR devices: i) temperature increase of
the optical loss, ii) low differential gain due to reduced electron and hole wave function overlap,
iii) thermally activated carrier escape from the active quantum wells due to insufficient hole
confinement, and iiii) possible enhancement of the nonradiative recombination rate in non-
optimized structures. Previous studies [31] exclude the temperature dependence of the optical
loss as a reason for low TO in mid-IR lasers. In this project, to analyze factors ii) and iii) we
compare the optical properties of type-I and type-II Sb-based heterostructures measuring the
optical absorptjon and photoluminescence temperature quenching in the spectral range near the
heterostructure optical edge.

Table 1.

The structure parameters

QW material QW width Waveguide Cladding A (13K) Hole
nm material material pum confinement
meV
1-1 [n0.41GaAs0.14S 10 Al0.25GaAs0.  Al0.9GaAs0.0 1.96 60
b 022Sb 75Sb
2-1 In0.53GaAs0.25S 14.5 Al0.25GaAs0.  Al0.9GaAs0.0 2.49 0
b 022Sb 75Sb
1-II  InAs/In0.4GaSb/I  1.65/2.4/1.6  In0.2GaAs0.18 Al0.9GaAs0.0  3.69 80
nAs 5 Sb 9Sb
2-11  InAs 2.4 In0.2GaAs0.18 Al0.9GaAs0.0 3.45 0
Sb 9Sb




We study two groups of
samples (group I and
group II) with
predominantly type-I and

type-1l band alignment.

Each group consists of two 2

structures ~ which  are E

characterized by different é

hole confinement; see e

Table 1. °
@

The hole confinement

energies were calculated

using the material

parameters given in work

[32]. Calculated band

profiles and positions of
energy levels participating
in optical transition are
presented in Figure 19.
The structures have been
grown by MBE on GaSb

substrates. In group 1
structures, two
compressively strained InGaAsSb

quantum wells are incorporated in the

AlovszaojsASo,ozszo.qn waveguide
core sandwiched between
Alo_gGa()‘|AS()_o7ssb()'925 cladding
layers lattice-matched to GaSb

substrate. Group II structures consist
of GaSb-matched
Ino,zGao_sAso_lg’Sbo_gz waveguide with
six quantum wells. These wells
represent InAs/Gagslng 4Sb/InAs
layers (W-type quantum wells,
sample 1-II) [33] or a single InAs
quantum well layer (sample 2-II)
[34]. The cladding material in both
cases is AlgoGagAsygeSbogr. The
excitation source is Q-switched
Nd:YVOs; laser, A=1.064 pm, with the
repetition frequency 200kHz, pulse
duration ~ 80ns, and the average
power 80-170 mW.
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Figure 19. Band profiles and energy levels of the structures.
Solid line shows band positions for conduction and heavy-hole
bands, dotted line shows the light-hole band split by the strain.
Level positions: dashed line — first (lowest) levels of electrons
and holes, dashed-dotted lines — second levels.
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Figure 20. Optical absorption per quantum well for samples
1-1 (dashed line) and 1-11 (solid line).
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Absorption spectra were obtained from
the PL spectra collected from the edge

10004 e of the sample while a fixed-sized
.“é’ 1 W Tk %, _ pymped region was moved to avaryln.g
8 A\ \ . e, dlstaqce from the edge [3.5]. This
o N % 9 technique allows measuring the
"gb X \o - absorption spectrum of a structure
g A % ¥ containing small number of quantum
g "o LY wells. Figure 20 shows the absorption
3 o1l =& spectra for type-I (1-I) and W type-II
g “: f:' \ \ % (1-11) samples. The results of the
£ 1004 4.0 measurements were renormalized with
- o respect to the number of quantum wells

———————r——1———— — and optical confinement in the
0 50 100 150 200 250 300

absorbing structures. The maximum
absorption per quantum well in the
type I structure was only about 50%
higher than in type-Il structure. This
makes the optical matrix element in
type-II structures only 1.2 times lower
than in typel structures, which
correlates well with calculations [1]. We, therefore, rule out the reduced optical gain as a
mechanism for the inferior temperature performance of type-II mid-IR lasers.

Temperature, K

Figure 21. Integrated photoluminescence intensity as
a function of temperature. Pumping power density is
~200 W/cm? per well.

To study the recombination in type-I and type-II structures, we measured the integrated PL
intensity as a function of temperature; see Figure 21. For convenience, all the curves are
normalized to the lowest-temperature value. The high-temperature decay of the PL is due to
thermal depopulation of the quantum wells. Our data are consistent with the model [36,37], data
[38] and recent results of Ongstad et al. (to be published in JAP), which demonstrate the
important role of the hole escape for temperature performance of type-II lasers. The strength of
the PL temperature quenching in each group of structures correlates well with the degree of the
hole confinement. The smaller the hole confinement energy, the stronger is the temperature
decrease of the'PL intensity.

The character of temperature dependence of the PL correlates with TO values for studied laser
structures. Structure 2-II, intentionally designed with no hole confinement, shows stronger PL
temperature decay and lower T0=39K [32] than structure 1-1I (T0=49.3K) [33], where the hole
confinement energy was calculated as 80 meV. From Figure 21 one can see that temperature
decay of PL is generally stronger for type-II samples. Besides, there is a major difference in the
shape of the curves between type-I and type-II samples. While in 1-I structure with strong hole
confinement the PL decay starts at about 170K, the structure 1-I1, where the hole confinement is
even higher, shows a decrease in the PL intensity, starting from the lowest experimental
temperature of 13K. The same relation holds for structures 2-I and 2-II with no hole
confinement. In the structure 2-I the integrated PL intensity is almost temperature independent
up to 50K, while in 2-II the PL intensity drops 3 times in the same temperature range. Low
temperature sensitivity of integrated PL intensity in type-I structures can be explained assuming
that the radiative recombination is the main process determining the steady state carrier

3



concentration in the quantum wells. Under this condition, the temperature decrease of radiative
recombination rate is compensated by corresponding increase of steady state -carrier
concentration and the resulting temperature dependence of the integrated PL is weak. At higher
temperatures, thermally activated carrier escape leads to PL quenching. The nature of the
observed difference in temperature dependencies of photoluminescence for type-1 and type-II
structures is not yet fully understood. One of the possibilities to be considered is an excessive
nonradiative losses which can be associated with interface assisted recombination in narrow
QWs [39,40].

Summary

1. An ultra-sensitive single-pass measurement technique was developed for the first time for
interband optical absorption measurements in thin layered laser heterostructures. This
technique allows absorption measurement even in single-quantum-well laser
heterostructures.

2. Direct experimental information about the optical matrix elements in type-I and type-II
laser structures was obtained by using single-pass interband optical absorption
measurements. This information allows identification of the source of temperature
sensitivity of the threshold current in type-II mid-IR GaSb-based semiconductor lasers.
Our PL experiments also show that the PL temperature decay is noticeably stronger for
type-11 samples which indicates the presence of strong nonradiative recombination at
elevated temperatures.

Widely tunable type-II interband cascade laser

Tunable semiconductor mid-IR lasers are in high demand for various military and civilian
applications, such as free space communication, remote sensing, and environmental monitoring.
Electrical tuning is the most direct and robust method of changing the emission wavelength and
provides the fastest time response and the finest wavelength adjustment. Two methods of the
electrical tuning are often employed in tunable laser design: injection current control of the
modal refractive index [41,42], and direct alteration of the laser emission wavelength by an
external electric field (Stark effect) [43-46]. The former approach is capable of single-mode
tuning that ideally is limited by the spectral width of the material gain. The Stark effect, on the
other hand, can provide electrical tuning of the spectral position of the whole gain curve. Above
the lasing threshold, however, both methods are severely suppressed by concentration pinning in
the laser active region, so that the Stark-effect tuning becomes non-effective and cannot be
practically used without imposing significant complications to the laser structure, including, e.g.,
multi-sectioned waveguide designs [41,45] and the necessity of longitudinal or vertical section
integration.
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This significant limitation can be avoided by separating the injected carriers into two groups: one
that produces the radiation, and the other, accumulated outside the optically active layers, that
serves as the source of the controlling electric field. In an earlier work [46] this was
accomplished by introducing two additional (electron and hole) accumulation quantum wells
grown on both sides of an active type-I quantum well in a diode laser. A significant drawback of
the device, however, was its narrow range of tunability (Snm) [46] due to the small second order
Stark shift of the energy levels in type-I quantum wells. In this paper, we propose to employ
type-1I interband cascade structures which are characterized by an inherently strong first-order
Stark effect. Indeed, in a type II structure, the recombining electrons and holes are spatially
separated, so that there is a nonzero dipole moment in the structure’s growth direction even in
the absence of the external electric field. Our tunneling-limited injection scheme with a charge
accumulation layer outside the optically active type-II heterojunction unclamps the electron-hole
concentrations in the active region and allows for an ultra-wide tunable Stark shift of the laser
emission even after the laser threshold has been reached.

Each period of the tunable laser cascade structure has 4 separate regions: a digitally graded
injector, an (electron) accumulation quantum well, a tunnel barrier, and an optically active type-
II heterojunction (see Figure. 22). These regions are designed consistently with one another, so
that the emission wavelength depends on the bias current as follows. As the injection current
increases above threshold, electrons start accumulating in the superlattice injector well adjacent
to the tunnel barrier. (Their concentration determines the tunneling rate into upper energy level,
E,, of the electron quantum well 2 shown in Figure. 22). Concurrently, injected holes accumulate
in the hole quantum well 1. This charge separation results in an electric field (perpendicular to
the epi-layers) that increases with the injection current. The energy level positions Ez; and,
hence, the emission wavelength A, become dependent on the bias current which controls the
electric field via charge accumulation. The separation of the charge accumulation layers from the
active region [46] enables the wavelength tuning above the laser threshold. At the current
densities J > J,, , the maximum net modal optical gain is zero. The concentration in the electron

th»

accumulation QW

B tunnel
barrier

SL injector
A

SL injector

—
Figure 22: Schematic band diagram of a single period of the IC laser structure under a bias voltage.
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accumulation layer 3 can be estimated in a steady state regime by n\” =Jz,,,/q, where 7, is the
tunneling time and q is the electron charge. Using the equation (3), charge neutrality
condition, n](h) = ngc) + ngc) and the electron concentration in the active quantum well is related to

the injection current density J by the equation:

(¢) (c)
exp(_ nz J+ exp(_ MAMJ =1- 1 (4)
NZI) PZI) GO

Note, that as the current density increases above threshold, the electron concentration, n,', in the
optically active quantum well (#2 in Figure. 22) slightly decreases and finally saturates at a value
determined by the optical loss, temperature, and material constants. On the other hand, the
concentration in the electron accumulation layer » 5 increases with the current, as does the hole
concentration, thus providing the overall charge neutrality and modal gain pinning together with
the increase of the electric field in the active type-II heterojunction region. The latter, in turn,
affects the laser wavelength tuning above threshold.

The tunable interband cascade (IC) laser structure was grown by MBE on p-doped GaSb
substrates. The active region of the laser is a cascade of 14 periods. Each period includes a
digitally graded InAs/AlISb injector and InAs/Gag sIng,Sb/GaSb type II heterostrucure, separated
by a 4nm AISb barrier. The widths of the InAs and Gaoglno2Sb layers are 2.1nm and 3.1nm,
respectively. The active area is sandwiched between InAs/AlISb superlattice claddings. The
Gaoslng2Sb layer is followed by a p-doped 5.8-nm GaSb QW which serves as a hole reservoir.
The devices are fabricated as deep-etched mesas and soldered, epi-layer side up, to Au-coated
copper mounts. The mesas 35 um

wide with 0.5-mm-long cavity

lengths with both facets left 3755'6 5;8 : 6;0 . 6',2 6',4 6;6 S
uncoated. The mounts were _

attached to the cold finger of a WA ]
liquid N7 or He train cryostat. The > 36542 ]
emission was collected with the £ b

reflection optics and analyzed ~ 3604= 1
with an FTIR® spectrometer. We 5 355 030 035 040 )
compared the tuning 3 Bt ]
characteristics of this structure § 350 E
with those of a regular 18-cascade = 348 T=80K |
IC laser [26]. The latter had an = i & S |
active region with type II W-like 340- j A RegulariCL
quantum wells and contained no 1
special tunnel barriers for charge 3354‘4 " 46 48 50 52 54 56

accumulation. Voltage, V

The experimental turn-on voltage
is ~5.2 V and agrees well with the
theoretical prediction (4.9V) for
an ideal 14-period cascade
structure. Calculation shows that

Figure 23: The dependence of the electroluminescence (EL)
quantum energy on the bias voltage for a regular IC laser
(triangles) and tunable IC laser (circles). The inset shows the EL
spectrum at low bias current.
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0,35 V voltage drop per each injector region provides for injector level alignment. For 56 nm
injectors this corresponds to the turn-on internal electric field of about 65 kV/cm. The width of
the tunnel barrier 4 in our design was chosen 4 nm which ensures the alignment of the
accumulation level 3 and upper lasing level 2 at turn-on voltage (see Figure. 22). The observed
threshold current density is 91 A/cm? at 80 K. The lasers demonstrates cw operation up to 120 K
and pulsed operation up to 200 K (pulse duration = 400 ns, duty cycle = 2.4%). The external
quantum]efﬁciency is ~250% (80K). The internal loss measured with Hakki-Paoli techniques is
~10cm™.

.
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Figure 24: ASE and laser spectra of the tunable IC laser (a) and regular IC laser (b) at different
bias currents. The inset in the panel (a) shows the modal gaindpectrum of the tunable IC laser.

The electroluminescence (EL) spectrum at low current is shown in the inset of Figure 23. The
emission quantum energy is 0.34 eV agrees with the theoretical prediction (0.32eV). The EL
spectral maximum energy increases linearly with the bias voltage. Since the dependence is
measured in the sub-threshold pumping region, the linear shift can be attributed to the Stark
effect that results from charge accumulation in the type II quantum wells of the laser active area.
A similar effect has been observed in a regular interband cascade laser (see Figure. 23). The
effect is weaker in a regular IC laser due to the lower sensitivity of subband energies in a W-like
quantum well with respect to charge accumulation.

Amplified spontaneous emission (ASE) and lasing spectra of both the tunable and the regular IC
lasers are shown in Figure 24. In the regular laser, in spite of the ASE blue shift, the laser line
spectral position is stable up to high bias currents ( ~ 220 x threshold values). This is as expected
from the pinning of concentration and, hence, of electric field in the active area quantum wells.
The lasing spectrum of the tunable laser (see Figure. 24a, three upper curves) demonstrates a
clear blue shift. The periodic modulation of the ASE spectrum in the tunable laser is attributed to
optical mode leakage into the substrate [24]. This is consistent with the observed strong
modulation of the modal gain spectrum with the same period (see Figure. 24a, inset). The
spectral positions of the gain maxima and minima are determined by the substrate thickness as
well as the effective refraction indices of the active area, claddings and substrate. The
dependence of these positions on the bias current is weaker than the direct Stark shift of the gain
spectrum. As the bias current increases, the material gain curve shifts with respect to the
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modulation extremes and consequently, the modal gain maximum shows a discrete blue shift
with the increment equal to the leaky mode modulation period. This behavior takes place at the
pumping level far higher than the laser threshold. The lasing spectrum of the tunable laser
demonstrates a clear blue shift at increasing bias current. The rate of this shift with respect to the
bias current (and voltage) is slower than the rate of ASE tuning in the subthreshold region
(approximately 5 mEV/V vs. 30 meV/V). This indicates an abrupt change in the tuning
mechanism as the bias current exceeds the laser threshold. In the subthreshold regime, the
wavelength shift is determined primarily by the carrier accumulation in the optically active
quantum wells and is related to the corresponding increase of the internal electric field in the
type-II heterojunction. After the laser threshold has been reached, the wavelength tuning
becomes determined by the charge buildup in accumulation quantum well 3, which, in turn,
depends on the electron tunneling rate through barrier 4. The change in the tuning rate above the
threshold indicates that, in the present design, the rate of charge accumulation in quantum well 3
is lower than that in the optically active quantum wells below the threshold. Figure 25
demonstrates the laser spectrum shift recorded throughout the whole range of the injection
current (1-42 threshold values) without noticeable saturation. The maximum value of the laser
emission tuning range is 15 meV or 120 nm.

In conclusion, we have demonstrated an electrically tunable interband cascade laser that operates
in the mid-IR spectral
range. The laser design
includes an additional
charge accumulation
layer located outside the
optically active quantum 9.3V 560mA
wells. This eliminates
the electron-hole
concentration  pinning
and thus enables an
ultra-wide Stark shift of
the optical gain
spectrum. The tuning
range of our 'device is
120nm (starting from the
initial lasing wavelength
A ~3.33 um), or 120 cm’ ' . . . .
'. We believe the laser 0.36 0.37 0.38 0.39 0.40 0.41
tuning performance can E eV

be further improved by
suppressing the gain
spectrum modulation
due to the substrate
leaky modes.

T=60K

8.7V 534mA

6.8V 337mA

Intensity, arb.units

5.3V 48mA

Figure 25: Lasing spectra of the tunable IC laser at different values of the
injection current
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Temperature insensitive semiconductor quantum dot laser

High temperature stability of operation is an essential feature required of long wavelength
semiconductor heterostructure lasers for telecommunications. Commercial lasers with either bulk
or quantum well active regions suffer from rather poor temperature stability. The empirical
parameter 7, =1/(31n j, /@T), which describes the 7T-dependence of the threshold current ju, rarely

exceeds 100 K in best commercial lasers. One of the main advantages of the quantum dot (QD)
lasers, proposed years ago was high temperature stability. Although the best results for 75 in QD
lasers are quite respectable, so far they have been nowhere near the predicted “infinite” values
that would allow regarding the laser as temperature insensitive.

We proposed [47] and patented [48] a novel approach, based on spatially separating the
reservoirs of electrons and holes from which the dots are fed with carriers. This can be
accomplished in at least two ways by special tailoring of the laser heterostructures. A particularly
favorable way of accomplishing this is by using resonant-tunneling injection of majority carriers
into quantum dots, Figure. 26.

In the proposed structure carriers cannot bypass the QDs on their way from one QW to another.
Therefore, the density of minority carriers in the abutting reservoirs will be negligible. This
means that outside the QDs there will be no region in the structure where both electron and hole
densities are simultaneously high. The electron density is high where the hole density is
negligible and vice versa. This strongly suppresses the parasitic components of the threshold
current, which would otherwise give the main contribution to the temperature dependence. We
can expect only a slight residual temperature dependence of ji, caused by the inhomogeneous
line broadening. The proposed approach has been taken up by several groups [49] with very
encouraging results. Our MURI partners from Michigan reported 7, = 363 K at room
temperature [50].

Task #3: Phonon Enhancement To Carrier Transport In Interband Cascade Lasers:
Project Leader: Shin-Shem Steven Pei (U. of Houston)

Co-participants: H. Maris (theory of ballistic phonons, and thermal management), S. Luryi
(theory of tunneling), Industry/Gov’t Lab Link: Lincoln Laboratory

1 - INTRODUCTION: CURRENT STATUS OF TYPE-II IC LASERS

Since the concept of the type-II IC laser was first proposed in 1994, many experimental and
theoretical works have been reported. Mid-IR (~4um) electroluminescence (EL) was first
observed in 1996 from an IC laser structure at temperatures up to 300K. In early 1997, the Sb-
based type-II IC laser (~3.8um at 80 K) was first demonstrated at temperatures up to 170 K. The
observed emission wavelength from IC LEDs at room temperature was extended to 15um,
demonstrating the unique capability of Sb-family type-Il QW structures to be tailored over a
wide spectral range. Recently, an Army research lab has reported some significant advances on
electrically pumped type-I1 IC lasers comprising 18 cascade stages (lasing wavelength from 3.3
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um to 3.5 um in temperatures ranging from 80K to 300K), achieving high peak output power (~
6 W/facet at 80K), high operation temperature (up to 300K in the gulsed mode and up to 150 K
in the CW mode), and low threshold current density (~13.1A/cm” and 15A/cm” at 80K under
pulsed and CW conditions, respectively)

Il - CARRIER TRANSPORT

In order to improve the performance of the electrically-pumped type-II interband cascade laser
structure, better understanding of carrier transport under external bias is one of the critical factors
in laser design. Due to the unique type-II broken band gap alignment as shown as Figure [1-5]
there are several important carrier transport processes between quantum wells, as mentioned in
chapter 1. They are: the resonant tunnelling from the miniband in the injection region to the
electron’s ground quasi-bound state in the InAs well of the active region; the interband tunneling
from the hole states of the active regions to the miniband of the injection region; the phonon-
assisted carrier transition between the hole states of the InGaSb and GaSb wells. In this chapter,
these 3 types of carrier transport processes will be discussed in detail.

2:1 Resonant tunnelling from the miniband in the injection region to the electron’s
ground quasi-bound state in the InAs well of the active region

This resonant tunneling happens between the miniband of the injection region and the electron
ground quasi-bound state in the InAs well of the active region (as Figure [1-4]). It’s a kind of
intraband resonant tunneling within the conduction band. The theoretical basis of the resonant
tunnelling process is that both the energy and momentum parallel to the barriers are conserved.

In the case of this intraband resonant tunneling process, the energy and the parallel momentum
conserved are shown in figure 2-1. The thick dark lines represent the electrons involved in the
resonant tunnelling process, and the two dotted lines represent the top and the bottom of the
miniband, respectively. As we know, the tunnelling current density is proportional to the number
of the electrons which would take part in the resonant tunnelling process. The dot dash lines E.
are the energy of the electron’s ground quasi-bound state in the InAs well of the active region.
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Figure 2-1 the tunnelling process between the miniband and the electron’s ground quasi-bound state

of the InAs well at the active region. The electron tunneling direction is from Eyiniband t0 Ee, 1, Ee 2,
™

If Eminiband, max > Ee > Eminiband, min, (@S Ee, 2 in figure 2-1), then the resonant tunnelling occurs and
the transmission probability almost reaches 100%. When E. = Eminiband, min, @ maximum numbers
of electrons are involved into the tunneling process which will result in a maximum tunneling
current. If the energy E. of the electron’s ground quasi-bound state at the InAs well of the active
regions is above the maximum of the miniband of the injection region (as E. in figure 2-1) or E.
falls below the minimum of the miniband (as E.3 in figure 2-1), then tunneling probability will
decrease exponentially and the tunneling time will increase exponentially with the energy
separation of E. and the miniband.
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2.2 Interband resonant tunneling process from the light-hole state of the active region to
the miniband of the injection region

hmnubmd,mm

I. /. . e
Ewi Eir2 Emns -

Figure 2-2: The tunnelling process between the light-hole ground quasi-bound state of GaSb and the
miniband. The electron tunneling direction is from Ej, to Eniniband-

In the case of interband resonant tunneling process from the light-hole(LH) state to the miniband,
the conservation of the energy and the parallel momentum is shown in figure 2-2. In this case,
the structure between the hole-wells (InGaSb & GaSb) and the injection regions looks like a kind
of p-n junction with a reverse bias. According to k'p theory, the coupling between the conduction
and light-hole bands is stronger than the coupling between the conduction and heavy-hole (HH)
bands near the Brillouin zone center. At k=0, there is only coupling between the conduction and
the light-hole bands. Therefore, the light-hole quasi-bound state in GaSb is regarded as the
dominative channel to remove the electrons from the active region into the injection region.

If the energy Ej, of the light-hole’s ground quasi-bound state of GaSb is below the bottom of the
miniband of the injection region (as E, 3 in figure 2-2), then the carriers face a barrier as thick as
the whole length of the injection region, which will block the carriers of the GaSb wells
tunnelling to the injection region and slow down the tunnelling process. If Eniniband, max > Ein >
Eminiband, min» (@8 Em2 in figure 2-2), then resonant tunnelling occurs and the tunneling time
becomes very short. When Ej, = Epiniband max, the tunneling current reaches the maximum because
maximum carriers are involved in the tunneling between the GaSb well and the injection region
at this moment; after Ej, rises above the top of the miniband (as Ej, in figure 2-2), the resonant
tunnelling current density will decrease but never shut off because the /h energy band whose
curvature is opposite to the curvature of e energy band is almost fully occupied by electrons.
This case is similar to the p-n structure under a high reverse bias. Under an external bias, the
electrons on /A state can go to the e states of the miniband which are not fully occupied. Thus,
the alignment of the miniband with electron ground quasi-bound state at InAs of the active
region is more critical than with the /4 ground quasi-bound state at GaSb.
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2.3 Phonon-assisted resonant tunnelling between InGaSb and GaSb

The electrons involved in the resonant tunneling process stay in a quantum well structure for a
dwell time ranging from a few tens of femtoseconds to a few hundred nanoseconds depending on
the structural parameters. While in the structure, the electrons may suffer from scattering
processes which cause momentum and energy relaxations which break the phase-coherence.
Several possible causes exist for this sort of phase-coherence breaking scattering: electron-
phonon interactions, residual impurity scattering, disorder scattering, and so on.

Interactions between electrons and LO-phonons are in general the most important energy
dissipation processes in polar semiconductor systems. The electrons in the quantum well
structure may emit or absorb LO-phonons during the resonant tunneling process. As this is an
inelastic scattering process the electrons involved do not conserve the components of momentum
either parallel or perpendicular to the barriers.

2.4 Carrier transport in type-II ICLs under an external bias based on linear-band
approximation

In Chapter I, the schematic carrier transport has been shown in Figure [1-4] under the flat band
condition. However, in the electrically pumped type-II IC lasers, how can carrier transport take
place when an external bias is present in the real laser devices?

In previous theoretical investigations of the band structure of ICLs, people usually used linear
band profiles assuming that the electrical fields are uniform along the whole laser structures
They didn’t take into consideration of the built-in electric field generated by the carriers. In the
following, the results based on the linear band profile will be shown, and it will be illustrated
how the linear band approximation failed to explain the carrier transport in type-II ICLs.

In this dissertation, a typical type-II ICL structure was investigated. In order to satisfy the bound
wavefunction condition at both ends, in our calculation we assumed two 200nm thick and 10eV
high potential barriers to sandwich three stages of the type-1I ICL structure having a total of 66
layers. The two imaginary barrier layers may distort the band profiles of the first and third stages,
but have little impact on the band profiles of the second stage, so only the second stage would be
discussed in this paper.

Figure 2-3 shows its linear band profile at T=80K under a 75kV/cm external bias (corresponding
to a bias of 0.5V/period), which is the actual device’s lasing bias. The dotted line is degenerated
light-hole valence band edge under strain.
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Figure 2-3. The linear band profile of Type-II ICL under a -75kV/cm electrical field at 80K
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Figure 2-4. Energy levels alignment based on the linear band profile of type-II ICL under a -75kV/cm
electrical field at 80K

Figure 2-4 gives the details of energy level alignments based on the linear band profile
approximation. The shadow areas are the minibands of the injection regions. The solid short line
E. represents the ground electron state in the InAs well of the active region, the dotted line Epp,
and the dash-dotted line Ej, respectively represent the heavy hole and the light hole energy states
in InGaSb and GaSb wells.
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Layer The Active region Injection region | Next active region

Energy level e hh, hh, lh, miniband e

Linear approximation 80K | 346 0 -59 | -110 -215->-170 -154

Note: “next active region” represents the active region of the next period.

Table 2-1. The energy separation relative to the ground heavy hole energy level hh, of the active region.
(Unit: meV)

Table 2-1 shows the energy separation relative to the ground heavy hole energy level hh; of the
active region. It shows that the ground electron state e is about 16meV above the top of the
miniband at the last injection region. Then the resonant tunneling process won’t occur between
the miniband and the InAs well of the active region so that the injection efficiency from the
injection region to the active region will be low. Additionally, the energy separation between the
first two heavy hole states hh; and hh; in InGaSb and GaSb wells is about 59meV, which is
much bigger than the interface LO-phonon energy (about 40meV). Neither the resonant
tunneling process nor the phonon-assisted resonant tunneling process can happen between the
InGaSb and GaSb wells. Then the electrons on the ground heavy hole state HH; of the InGaSb
well can’t be expelled to GaSb well quickly. Thus, the population inversion is difficult to
achieve.

Obviously the linear energy band profile can’t explain the carrier transport in the type-II ICL
device during the lasing operation. The reason is that the linear band profile approximation
doesn’t consider the carrier distribution in the laser diodes. However, the carrier distribution in
the laser structure will induce the built-in electric field and bend the energy band profile.
Therefore, a more accurate band structure model is highly desirable to achieve the designed
wavelength, reduced Auger recombination and optimum carrier transport. In this dissertation, the
carrier distribution and the built-in electrical field will be considered, and an improved self-
consistent modeling will be presented in the following chapter.

3 — SELF-CONSISTENT MODELING

In order to investigate the effect of carrier distribution on band structure, self-consistent
modeling will be applied to the calculation. In this self-consistent calculation, the energy-band
diagram and the carrier distribution in type-II ICLs are simulated by simultaneously solving
three one-dimensional time-independent Schrddinger equations (eq. 3-1) (respectively for
electrons, heavy holes and light holes). and one Poisson equation (eq. 3-2)

3.1. Model:

3.1.1 Schrddinger equation
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The effective mass, one-dimensional Schrédinger equation is given by

h' d 1 d
[_TZ(WEH V(z)ly ,(2) = Ew ,(2) (-1

Vix)=V,(2)+V,(2)+V,(2) (3-2)

where E; is the eigenenergy, j(z) is the wavefunction corresponding to the eigenenergy E;. m* is
the effective mass, and # is Planck’s constant.

Vi(z) is the band profile of the one-dimensional structure. Vex(z) is the local exchange-
correlation energy calculation in the LDA approximation using the Hedin-Lundqvist
parametrization.

R‘
V, (z)=~ —2 [1+0.7734 rIn(1 + 1—)] (3-4)
’ 10 .57 ¥ r

where we have defined

a=(4/97)",and r = _211.(% n'a;3n(z))‘”3_

* 0§ * 5 * 2 ® s . .
ay, =4ns,kh” /m e and Ry =e /(87[601((13) are respectively the effective Bohr radius

and the effective Rydberg’s constant. k is the local dielectric constant.
n(z) is the electron density.

Vu(z) is the Hartree potential which is obtained by solving the one-dimensional Poisson equation

3.1.2 Poisson’s equation
Poisson’s equation can be written as

d’ e
LD -
dz’ w(2) £,k(2)

[N, (2) = n(z) + p(z) = N ,(2)] (3-5)

along with the boundary conditions

Vu(z=12)=0, (3-6)

n-1

Vi(z=2zr) = D AV, (3-7)

where AV is the band offset at the ith interface. Np, N, is respectively the dopant and acceptor
density. n(z) and p(z) is the carrier (electron and hole) density.

44



3.1.3 The carrier density and the Fermi level

The electron and hole density n(z) and p(z) can be written as

vy (2 (3-8)

n(z) = Zn](z)

Punn(2) = zphh,lhj (z)|‘//hh,lh J (z)‘h (3-9)
J

where the sum runs over the different subbands.

The subband occupations nj and pun s j are given by

k,Tm_,(z) E,-E,,

=L <" n[l + exp(—— 3-10

n,(z) ry [ p( T )] (3-10)
kyT rn;h,lh (2) —Ep +Ey,

P ;(2)= —‘_‘”‘—‘ In[l + exp(—————- (3-11)

kyT
The Fermi level Er is obtained from the solution of the space charge neutrality condition

[JIN (@)= n(2) + pu(2) + pul2) = N ((2)ldz = 0 (3-12)

3.2 Dimensionless

Using ap and Ry as the units of length and energy respectively, we define reduced L and z by
rescaling the layer thickness Lo and the position coordinate Z, with the effective Bohr radius ag (
L=1Lo/ ap, Z=Zy/ ag). Furthermore, we introduce reduced E and V by rescaling energies ( E )
and potentials ( V) with the effective Rydberg’s constant Ry (E=E /Ry, V=V /Ry). On the
other hand, reduced charge density n, p and temperature 7" are defined by rescaling charge
density N,P, and temperature T with (aB)’3, andRy. (n=n/ (ag)>, T=T/ Ry)

With these new variables, previous equations can be rewritten.

Schrédinger equation:

1 d?
e +V. (2, ,(2)=E, v, (2) (3-13)
1 d’
[— - o(z) —d7+ th(z)]l//hh,(z) = EI:I:/Whh,(Z) (3-14)
hh
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1 d*
'nlh (Z) d 2

+V, (2w, (2) = Ey wu, (2) (3-15)

Here, letm’.> 0, and let m 1, & m' 1, < 0

Poisson equations:

2
Ay ()= N, (2) = () + p(z) - N ,(2)] (3-16)
dz x(2)

Carrier density:

n(z) = Rglm 2D exp( £, N (3-17)
2r k,,

B kBT'm;h(z)1l | —E.+E,, 3-18

p,(2) B Y n[ +CXP(—‘kBT )] (3-18)

The local exchange-correlation energy Vex(z):

Vo) == [t 4 077347 a0l % N (3-19)
2
2Qlmax” r r 0

3.3 Discretization

In our calculation, we calculate 3 periods of active and injection regions, which were sandwiched
by two 200nm thick and 10eV high potential barriers. Due to the complexity of type-II IC laser
structures, if a uniform mesh was used to discretize the Schrédinger’s equation, more than 5000
nodes would be required in the self-consistent calculation. To reduce the computation time and
provide faster convergence, a nonuniform mesh was adopted. A denser mesh was used in the
active regions, due to the higher accuracy required there, but a less dense mesh was adopted in
the less critical regions such as barrier layers. By using the nonuniform mesh, the number of
nodes could be decreased by about a factor of 1000, but this would destroy the symmetry of the
three 1000x1000 matrices used for the discretized Schrodinger equations. Therefore, a matrix
transformation was used to preserve the symmetry of the discretized Schrodinger equations. This
method simplifies solving these huge discretized differential equations significantly .

In our calculation, the effective Bohr radius op and the effective Rydberg’s constant Ry are used
as the units of length and energy, respectively.

3.3.1 Formulation for the Schrédinger equation

In order to numerically solve the Schridinger equation, we discretized the different equations by
using a three-point finite difference scheme as the following:
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For the nodes, which are not at the interface and not the neighbors of the interface, i.e. z; # z,, zy.
I, Zn+1, Where z,, is the position of the interface,

1 2 1
. WW/(ZI—I) t [—}'n.—d2+ V(ZI)]I//J(Z') = sz—v/j(zl+l) = Ejl//j(zl) (3-20)

g ’ ' - e 1
For the nodes at interface or its neighbors, the current continuity condition —— :1—(/// (2)|.-,
m az ”

can be discretized as

_ w(z, )+ anpy(z,.)

(3-21)
1+ a,,

w(z,)

where &1z = M 1d, Impd, , and d and dg are the mesh sizes of the left and right sides of
the interface, respectively; m*L and m*R are the effective masses at the both sides of the

interface.

Then the discretized equation at z=z,.; and z,+ can be written as

1 1 1
= Bl F [l = Y+ ¥z, o v Az )
m l,dl? ! . dez ]+ aLR . o=l ! e (3_22)
fiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 1 g e = g )
Bad Ll T S
1 1 1 (4
_ - z + _ 2 o LR &
mkdlil"'am(//l( ”]) [delze( ]+a1,l()
1
Viz z - — Z..5)=5E Zhsa
. ( I]+|)]W]( r]+l) mkdli (//_[( n 2) jl//]( / l) (3-23)
The above Schrodinger equations can be written in matrix notation as
Ay=Evy (3-24)
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a, a, 0 0 # y . < 0 0 w(z,)
as ay ay 0 ’
0 asy, as, as, 0
W(z,,_z)
an—IJI«Z a:;—l,q—l ary—l,l; % u/(zr]—l)
(//(Zl]0|)
w(z,.2)
l//(zll)
w(z,)
(//(zr)—z)
—Ex w(z,.)
l//(z’,el)
W(ZIHZ)
w(z,)
a, a; 0 0 0
a an ay 0 0 0
0 as, o as, 0 0
A = P ar]—l,u—l al]—l,l]—l al]—l,l]

As we mentioned previous, a nonuniform mesh was adopted in the self-consistent calculation of
type-11 ICL due to the complexity of its structure. In such a case, where di is not equal to dg in
general, then the matrix A in the above equation becomes a non-symmetry tridiagonal (N-N;-
1)x(N-N; -1) matrix and more difficult to be solved. Here N is defined as the total number of
nodes and Ny is the number of layers. Using a proper matrix transformation allows us to preserve
the symmetry of the discretized Schrodinger equation. We define two diagonal matrices M and

L,
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d, i=]j
M, = { e (3-25)

L,= {‘/d— =g (3-26)

and matrix B = MxA. As the product of a diagonal and tridiagonal matrix, B is tridiagonal. It
also is easily seen that B is symmetric. This provides the desired transformation

By=MAy=EMy (3-27)
Then we get
L'BL'Ly=L"By=L"'LLAy=ELvy (3-28)

Let matrix H and ¢

H=L"BI" (3-29)
®=Ly (3-30)
Then, we have

H ¢=E ¢ (3-31)

It can be seen that

(] Jsd {38 |

H, ={0'BLY),, = F (57 By by, =87 B) &, =Ll By G32)
K

therefore H is still a symmetric and tridiagonal matrix. By now, near the interface, the
Schrodinger equations can be transformed to:

_—]_ HZ,.3)+ l (2= l Y+V(z, e (z,_,)- (3-33)
m;'dlz. Nz, ., m;d,z L4 @y a1 )P 2,
l d, au
T - Z = E
myd; \dy 1+a, Py gl 1#5(Zq-1)
U 1 1 (3-34)
o — _L¢¢1(27_1)+[_.__2(2_ ¥ ¢
md; \Ndy 1+a, m,d, 1+ a,,
1
Viz,.le,(z,.) - m(o,(zwz) = E,p,(z,.)
(3-35)

p,(z,)=[p,(z,)+a, @,(z,, )]/ +a)
For other nodes, the Schrodinger equations are the same as equation (1). Finally, the carrier
wavefunction \ can be obtained by
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y=L"g (3-36)
In the above Schrodinger equations, V(x)=V,(z)+V, (z) +V..(2).

Vi(z) is the band profile of a one-dimensional structure, Vex(z) is the local exchange-correlation
energy, and Vy(z) is the Hartree potential, which is obtained by solving the one-dimensional
Poisson’s equation. In fact, there are three sets of Schrodinger equations representing electrons
(e), heavy holes (hh), and light holes (lh) respectively. For each kind of carriers, the
corresponding band profile V(z) should be used.

3.3.2 Formulation for Poisson’s equation

Poisson equation can be expressed as:
K Vu(zi)=2Vy(z))+Vy (z/+1)]/d,2 =87[N,(z))

(3-37)
—NA(ZI)_n(ZI)+ p(zl)]
Z.F*+Z 3 2 2
for 7 where x is the dielectric constant;
And at the interface, Poisson equation can be expressed as:
2k 2K 2K
———tf i e ) =] . - Wy(z,)+
dll(dl( + dl) dll(dR + dl) dR(dR i dl)
2K ,
—_—V, . (z =8x[N,(z,)— N (z,)—n + z
do(d, +d,) A =R = Bl & DI (3-38)

where Vy is the Hartree potential, and Np, N4 are the dopant and acceptor density.

If the boundary condition is known, the Thomas Algorithm can be used to solve those discretized
Poisson equations. The details will be introduced in Appendix B.

3.4 Self-consistent calculation procedure:

The self-consistent results were obtained by solving the above Schrddinger and Poisson

equations simultaneously. The approach is described as follows:

. We first set up the mesh with variable sizes and discretize the different equations to
numerically solve the Schrodinger equations and Poisson’s equation.

(39

Define the initial band profiles Vor

3. Compute the Schrodinger equation matrix H for electrons, heavy holes, and light holes,
respectively.

4. Diagonalize H to get the eigenvalues E (energy levels) and eigenvectors y (wavefunctions)
for electrons, heavy holes, and light holes.

5. Use the electrical neutrality condition to obtain the Fermi level E .

50



6. Calculate the carrier concentration for each node.
7. Solve Poisson equation to get V,;™" .

old new
8. Let V=V or H(1-A) Vi +A Vi & Vex Where A is the iteration coefficient (0<A<1).

9. Iterate the steps from (3) to (8) until convergence (Er becomes stationary: |A£,[|<5)-

4— SELF-CONSISTENT ANALYSIS ON THE CARRIER TRANSPORT OF TYPE-II
INTERBAND CASCADE LASERS

In the chapter 3, the mathematical part of our self-consistent model was introduced. This chapter
will describe the physical part of our self-consistent model and show how the self-consistent
calculation is applied on the type-II interband cascade lasers. At the same time, some self-
consistent results are given, including the band profile, the distribution of the carrier density, the
energy level alignment near the threshold, and the carrier transport channel. Moreover, the
influence of temperature on carrier transport in type-II ICL structure is discussed and an
optimized structure is proposed to improve the carrier transport at higher temperature (300K).

In this chapter, one basic structure of the type-II interband cascade laser (#ICL 2200) is used for
our simulation. First of all, the structure of the simulated type-II ICL device and its material
parameter are introduced in section 4.1 & 4.2.

4.1 The structure parameter of the calculated type-II ICL basic structure

In this chapter, we calculate 3 periods of active and injection regions, which were sandwiched by
two 200nm thick and 10eV high potential barriers to satisfy the boundary conditions of the
quasi-bound wavefunctions. The structure parameters of the layers in each period are illustrated
in Table 4-1.

Table 4-1. The structure parameters of the layers in each period of the calculated type-II interband
cascade laser (#ICL 2200

Layer Role Layer name Thickness Doping
electron well InAs 25A undoped
hole well Gag-Ing3Sb 34 A undoped
Active region
barrier AlSb 15A undoped
hole well GaSb S3A undoped
Injection barrier AlSb 124 undoped
region 1" electron well InAs 90 A undoped
barrier AlISb 12A undoped
2" electron well n-InAs 73 A Si: 6x10"7cm™
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barrier Alg7Ing 3Sb 18A undoped
Injection 3" electron well n-InAs S1A Si: 6x10""cm™
region barrier AlSb 18 A undoped
4" electron well n-InAs 43A Si: 6x10"7cm™
barrier AlSb 19A undoped
5" electron well n-InAs 374 Si: 6x10"7cm
barrier Aly+Ing;Sb 20 A undoped
6" electron well n-InAs 34A Si: 6x10"cm™
barrier AlISb 21A undoped
7" electron well n-InAs 314 Si: 6x10"7cm™
barrier AlISb 22A undoped
8™ electron well n-InAs 28 A Si: 6x10'"cm™
barrier AlSb 23 A undoped

The radiative emission occurs between the ground electron dtate of InAs and the ground heavy
hole state of InGaSb in the active region. The injection region comprises of eight InAs wells
(electron wells). The growth direction is from bottom to top. All n-InAs layers were Si doped to
about 6x10"cm™. The total thickness of one period of active/injection region is 679 A. The
overall structure is well strain-balanced with an overall average lattice constant <a> of 6.095 A,
corresponding to a small lattice mismatch (defined as (<a>-asubstrate)/ Asubsrate) Of 0.0014% to
GaSb substrate.

4.2 The material parameters of the calculated type-II interband cascade lasers

The material parameters of the layers grown in the type-II interband cascade laser (#ICL 2200)

are shown in Table 4-2 at 80K and Table 4-3 at 300K.

Table 4-2 The material parameters of the calculated type-II interband cascade lasers at 80K

GaSb Gag7Ing;Sb InAs AlSb Alg7Ing3Sb

m’, 0.04148m, 0.03019 mg 0.02449m, 0.10201 my 0.07233 m,

m phz -0.26738 m, -0.26611 m, -0.34130 m, -0.46949 m, -0.40759 m,

m‘”,‘,_ -0.04961 m, -0.03907 m, -0.02707 mq -0.15977 mg -0.11612 my
E;(eV) 0.9559 0.8457 0.0 2.0999 1.6208




Evpn (€V) 0.15790 0.20873 -0.39856 -0.25376 -0.09337
E.in(eV) 0.15790 0.08514 -0.34922 -0.28747 -0.21880
£ 15.7 16.03 15.15 12.04 13.47

Table 4-3 The material parameters of the calculated type-II interband cascade lasers at 300K

GaSb Gag4Ing3Sb InAs AlSb
m’, 0.03705m, 0.02620 m, 0.02212m, 0.09841 m,
M hhz -0.26738m, | -0.26611m, | -0.34130m, | -0.46949 m,
m -0.04354m, | -0.03317m, | -0.02412m, | -0.15311mq
E.(eV) 0.89360 0.79910 0.0 2.03860
Evpn (€V) 0.19320 0.24403 -0.35446 -0.21846
E.n(eV) 0.19320 0.12044 -0.30512 -0.25217
€ 15.7 16.03 15.15 12.04

m’. is the effective mass of electron. m*hh,Z & m‘",,Z are the effective mass of heavy hole and light
hole, respectively. my is the mass of free electron. ¢ is the dielectric constant. All the energy band
values are relative to the conduction band edge of InAs.

Under a strained structure, the heavy hole valence energy band edge will split with the light hole
valence energy band edge even at k=0. Table 4-1 and table 4-2 also give both of heavy hole
(Ev.nn) and light hole’s valence band (Ey n) edges

4.3 Threshold carrier density
4.3.1 Threshold carrier density and gain clamping

Before introducing the self-consistent modeling on the carrier transport of the type-1I ICLs near
the threshold operation, the concept of the threshold carrier density must be indicated. This is
one of the important starting points of our model.

Lasing in semiconductor diodes can be described by the following coupled differential equations:

4-1
1'];\5_ 1 ."\" = ( )
= ——— =GP
ot ( Te
1P P &
— = Pt )
f‘!t Tp
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In these equations, N is the number of electrons in the conduction band, I is the injection current,
1. is the carrier lifetime, G is the net rate of stimulated emission, P is the number of photons
emitted into the lasing mode, Ry, is the rate of spontaneous emission, and 1, is the photon
lifetime in the cavity. The stimulated emission rate G can be approximated as

G=GN(N—Ny) (4-3)

where €' = r"s'”w:’”'"., " is the mode confinement factor, V is the active volume, vg is the
photon group velocity, o, is the differential gain coefficient, and No = N1V is the transparency
carrier number (where G = 0) with Nt the threshold carrier density. Finally,

1 (4-4)

p 3 ( * 2 4 . . - .
is the photon lifet Cg (Cmirrors + Oeavity | n the cavity arising from absorption
within the cavity and transmission through the mirrors. The loss due to the mirrors, with intensity
reflectance coefficients Riand R2, is given by
1
O'mirrors = —Wl“ (R1R2) . (4-5)

T oy —

At steady state, we can find the conditions for lasing and the output power. Setting the time
derivatives to zero, we get

— 7 T ; . &
“ s (_:]) + [;)gp == — (1"\' ‘:\ == _\',_)I, ]_) + 11’3‘17 L — (4-6)
Tp : Tp
| I N I N . -7
0 = =——=—GP==—==0GN[(N-N,}P.
"I T ¢ [{ Te
Using the first equation, the carrier number at steady-state can be written
(Pf{t, — Ryp)
A AT el D ) sp/ trnare R
\ — -\0 - T l,__,]l(_JI( [‘sp
' 1
= e
(—_'N "'p
= N, (4-8)

which means that the number of carriers is clamped such that gain equals loss. We can see this
more clearly by considering the rate of spontaneous emission at steady-state,
G=Gn (Nugy— Ng) =Ty, (4-9)

where g is the gain.

(.;"\' ( 1',":(:‘1"\' F_)_7‘.' 1

L'wy Tl vy
Cirror T Ocavity

T

= loss.
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(4-10)
Figure 4-1 gives a schematic relationship of the carrier density (N), the gain (g) and the injection

current (I). A good demonstration of the threshold carrier density and the gain clamping is also
given in Figure 4.2 (a)(b).

g N
1{ Il

Eth

L

/‘J tr Nlh Ilh

Figure 4-1 Schematic relationship of the carrier density (N), the gain (g) and the injection
current (1)

Reservoir with continuous supply
and leakage i1s an analog to an

active region with current injection.
From Ref. [1].

Current
Leakage

............

R Rep
gV gy
Current
Leakage

Figure 4-2 The schematics of the carrier density clamping: (a) below the threshold; (b) beyond the
threshold
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As long as the laser device remains below the lasing threshold, the carrier density increases with
the injection rate if the injection rate is bigger than the sum of the leakage rate, the nonradiative
recombination rate and the spontaneous emission rate. After the carrier density reaches the
transparency carrier density, the stimulated emission occurs and the gain is not equal to zero any
more. The gain increases as the increase the carrier density. When the gain exc<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>